Stari Defense|Corporation Headquarters 
Newjrariicity 


Dr. Cerrera, 
welcome to Stark 
Defense Corp. 


You had 
something to 
show me? 


been losing 
height. 


Stick him 


a 
with this. qa 
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;—_{ put some weight -==4 
behind it. 
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his olin 
Not for the 
first fifteen 
minutes. 
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Not evena 


a bruise. What /s 


So that 
blue paste-- 
it's alive? 


Bacteria. 
They live on 
the surface 

\ Of the skin. 


\ skin celis? iad > 


when they're 
hungry. 


SWAN | 
X 
Here's what \ 
happens when 
something hit 


They spread the 
shock of impact SS 
outward. The guy still ea 
flies across the room, >» 
but it's as if the bat 
were a big soft hand 
pushing him. 


Our bacterium 
has a parasite. Those 
little globules are like 
piranha, only instead 

of flesh, they eat 
metal. 


Not gold. 
But any metal 
that can 
oxidize. 


It won't 
stop a bullet. 
Moving too 
fast. 


So you've 
reinvented 
. armor. 
Still 


have a few 
problems. 


And after 
about three 
hours, it eats 
away all your 
skin. 


\ 


= 
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So if you're attacked 
with ice picks and baseball 
bats... 


You're 
/ invulnerable. 
| As long as you 
have soap and 
water close 


Goes with 
everything. 


field trip. But I can't see F 
how this has anything to fenilirgrs Lé me my hand 
do el me. I uaa with regeneration. back, in only thirty 
an genetics. Regrowing lost years I can grow 
= body parts. a new one. 


y 
haven't solved 
your problems, 


So you 
see why we 
need you. 


IF the skin under 
the bacterial armor 
were constantly 
regenerating itself, 
then you could wear 
it all day. 


You could 
wear it 
forever. 


You need 
somebody. I 
already have 

ajob. 


Here's your \ ; 
budget. Here's } , 
your salary. 


be 


sy 


the best. 
You're it. 


Stark Defense Corporation 
stock falling four points on the 
announcement of a new drive 
toward creating biotech personal 
body armor, a project viewed as 
a drain down which Howard Stark 
plans to flush stockholders’ 
money. 


husband's arch-rival, Zebediah Stane, and 
not a single paparazzo snapping < 
r our picture. 


I don't let 
paparazzi take 
my picture. 


. / Champagne. 
Celebrating 
something? £ 
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Oh, I'm a. \ I'm surprised 
you're such ae celebrating = ih ite that tidbit hasn't 


a joker. my divorce. i}. HA VN hit the tabloids. ¢ 
= fie | You're the n 


first person 
I've told. 
doesn't make 


me your best J 


girlfriend. 


| 


I married Howard for his 
money. But he doesn't do 
anuthing with it. 


He makes 


7 He makes biotech 
armor that doesn't 


munitions. / 


I divorce Howard. I ay You have the 
det half of his stock. kind of ambition NOM 
Addthattoyour £ Howard lacks. 4 XY 


stock, and... And euddenly 
you'll discover 

that you're in 

love with me. 


uy 
Ny 


work, and it's killing 
the value of his 


[Yael Leg 
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You've been ¥ 
buying it. 


We take his 
company and all 

7a his patents right 
= out from under 


I think < 
that makes you } 
a snake, and 
me a... 


SS 


ME | 


iivell | 


y One more : ; a 

meeting, and the ee You're giving 

settlement will her too much. 
be complete. You should 


; 


F \ fC €& 
= AW — She gets half my stock, 
NY NY (MZ - the old house, some cars. 
SY Nv J - It's paper, a building, 
= : ——— some machines. 
I'm married to i > 
the most beautiful, 7 For a duy 
kind, and intelligent } MAL \Y who got rich 
\ woman inthe world. / fm % q ™akingweapons f 
\ Who won? fa of war, you're 
_ very peaceful. 


Loni like I do. You 
4 can't cheat unless 
you believe that 
there are 


else would 
stop him from 
screaming. 


YE GB. RES 


Ee 


vei cme te 


Come on, 
The virus is j Jimmy, tell 
only making his Seq P\\ Maria what's 


cells capable of 
\ new growth, like 
the cells of an 


Doctor 
Maria, 
are you all 
right? 


Save Jimmy! 
Don't let him 
bleed to 
death! 


It's earlier than we 
planned, but instead 
of setting the arm, 
we'll remove it. 
We'll see if 
his arm grows 
back. Maybe 
the virus 
worked. 


doesn't work 

that fast. 
pins 
| | 


IF I thought there 
was any chance I was 
pregnant, I would 
never have come into 


the AbSecLab. 


” didn't want to 
Know what you had 
for breakfast. 


I didn't eat ~~ 
breakfast. I woke 
a up nauseated. 4 
=, ~D LZ sounds 
e 


‘a 
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: 


Uf! like morning 
¥ sickness to 
me. ((( 
= El! \ 


You've been 
\ married three 
<>. months. Could you be 


pregnant? 


I think we need 
a redesign of these 
helmets. : F 
I'm going 
to be sick. 


Ican't be 
pregnant. 


Can't? Or find 
it inconvenient 
to be? 
Shouldn't YY 
have come to 
work today. 


It can only be 
spread through the 
blood. I could kiss her 
and I wouldn't catch it. 
I've got everything 
we Know about the 
virus here. 


The virus was > 
designed for monkeus. = 
Who Knows what it will 
! do to humans? #1 | 


Ideserve “Vis 


whatever it 
does to me. But 
the baby?  & 


ts | 
° 
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IF the choice is 
up to me...we can 
have other 
babies. 


IF Llost you, 
I'd never find 
you again. 


I'm sorry, 
Howard. You have to 
sign these papers to 
make the settlement 
with Loni final. 


Stane) Corporation 
} So did 


Headquarters = youbringme \ius 
that wedding Zo 
] present? 


a 
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I got all 
the stock we 


Youg 
control of 
Stark Defense 
Corporation... 


ur z 
en =| 
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She won't 
take anything 
for the pain. She's 
afraid it will harm 


the baby. 


7 


The regeneration 
virus is working as we 
hoped on Jimmy. Except 
we have to keep him 
sedated. Because it had 
an unexpected effect 
on his brain 


The brain regenerates 
constantly. New nerve 


tissue growing everywhere. 


His brain is growing too big 
for his skull. And he's in 
constant pain. 


That's what's 
happening to 


Unbearable 
pain...random 
brain growth... 
severe mental 
pathologies. 
She's going _ =a) 
crazy. 
You wanted 
the truth, Mr. 
Stark. By the 
time she dies, 
she'll be... 
grateful. 


As long as Y 
I can believe 
our baby...will 


“Undifferentiated neural 
tissue will grow all through 
his body. As if his whole body 
is brain. Greater mental 


capacity. Quicker. Like no 


human in history." 


The virus... 
affects embryonic 
tissue differently. 


=i The baby's brain won't 


outgrow his skull. 
He'll...lo0kK normal. 


Any baby of ours You didn't need Y 
was going to be to go to all this 
pretty smart extra trouble. 
anyway. 
am 


| 


\ | 


“Nothing. I'm 
sorru. I...tell 
me about the 


He won't have 
seizures like mine. 
But his skin... 


Constant 
pain. 
Like third 
degree burns. 


Everywhere. 
Always. 


nl 


No pain. I've been hitting 4 a Ls if Aweek. Only 
myself with hammers, putting : sp, py the outer layer 
my hands in candle flames, = /  & of skin is eaten 


nothing hurts. 


So if the skin 
regenerated : 
4 only alittle 
= faster... 


W this batch 
a might work 


anything, nobody ¥ 
take anything, 

nobody destroy 
anything! Got 


chairman of the board, I hereby take 
possession of all the facilities of 
Stark Defense Corporation, 
including all patents. 


As of now, the Ma 


biotech armor project 
is discontinued. This 
room will be locked | 
ndallits contents Ag 
destroyed. | 


It isn't like you to 
let down your guard 
like this, Howard. 
Apparently = 


oc 


died. ~ VA 
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ospital. Your 
wife just 


They're 
keeping her 
on life support 
while they deliver 
the baby. 


Y Getthese ~ 
people down to 
the conference 


You heard the 
man. Let's go. 


Then you clean 
up here, or this 
stuff will explode. 
And don't get any 


of it on you. Or 
breathe any 
oF it. c 


/ Lknow, sweetie. It's NN 
a tough world with your Ne He isn't crying, S 
mommy already ™ he's screaming. I 


think something's LIP //| 


ul S 
=i 1 


a 
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Please 
stay outside, ) 
Mr. Stark. ¢€ 


This is a sterile 


environment, 
Howard! <a 


ey Ua 


Is that blue 
stuff FDA- 


approved? 


When you grow up \ ~ 
and ask me, kid, T'll 


tell you: You saw 


i 


| perfect, Y/ ; y ¥ LO 


Maria. You 


naming him 
Antonio. 


After your 
little brother 
who never got 

achance to 

grow up. 


really need to 
examine that 


What you 
died for, Maria 
T'll live for. 


What do you mean 
there aren't any 
patents? 


He YN He never patented 
didn't hide anything to do with 
them. y the bio-armor 


all the researchers 
working on the 
armor. 
And 
get Loni in 
here. \ 


Mr. Stane wishes \ We were just... 
to see you, Mrs. researching... 
~ has needs. 


C Neat 


You are going to write 
down every part of the 
formula that you 


/ a, 82s 
/ Z) a : 


never work as Jf ¥ Y WY Sw ~ A" . y , someone who 
a scientist M) F ‘ ie N\ ceesr work 


for you. 


| ; 
Or cou Ly 


Can't fire 


if 


When I bought Stark 
Defense Corporation, 
I bought your 
contract. 


I'm Bony Telford, i I'm here to escort 
Howard Stark's Bio-Armor's staff, 
personal files, and equipment 
attorney. out of the 
building. 


Hi 


You drove down 


the stock price by 


telling people that 
the whole bio-armor 


program was a waste 


contracted the 
project out to 


 Bio-Armor. Which 


he still owns. 
Personally 


leases them 
™ Space. Technically, 
none of this is 


(ti {eam 


You should be 
happy not to be 
. stuck with it. 


He was ready 
for us. But he 
couldn't have Known 
I was buying up 
his stock! 


We can have our 
own scientists analyze 
them and figure out how 

to make more. 


Bio-Armor is 
required to provide 
Stark Corporation 
with samples. 


You really don't The samples won't tell 
Know anything mM you the process they used 
about science, do | to create them. 
you, darling? 


That's why Howard 
never patents anuthing. 
You have to reveal the 
process. 


You said 
we'd get his 
patents. 


You lying... 


1 ain ( 


I also found VAs long as we're 
her with a young _ talking about 
scientist ina pp» “slovaltu._ 
janitorial [ 
closet. 


T have faith 

in you, baby. 

You'll think oF 
something. 


y— You have twice 
the brains and twice 
the strengthofF | 
Howard Stark. — 


Who cares if 
you have Bio-Armor? \ 
You have me. And I 
have your baby 
growing 


The only thing 2 
Howard Stark had 
that I wanted just 

left the building. 


That's 
all oF it. 


- It's not 
going to last 
forever. It 
rubs off. 


r SSS I told you 
not to come with 


the launch. 


You'll need 


help. Makin ; : 
dseilaa pall, Thanks for not 


bio-armor. / assuming that I 
, couldn't take care 


of the baby without 4 


a woman. 


I wouldn't 
Know. I've never 
taken care OF ay 
one. 


i | a, P 
A\ 
H_| worked with you, sir. 


You have to let us 
stay with you." 


Bio-armor is my life's work, 
sir. You didn't let Stane take 
it away from you. Why are 

you taking it awa from 


fy You'll only 
Y have to train 
a somebody else 
» tohelp you. 


} “First thing, you'll want to |] 
] get rid of that blue color. 
People will notice that." 


As I told you, I 
want you to write 
down everything 
you Know about 
bio-armor. 


You're just going 
to kill me, whether 


I tell you or not. ¥ 


I hear Stark used to 
do that to you a lot. To 
amuse visitors. 


my ribs are } 
broken. 4 


I'm upper 
management. 
I don't kill 
people. 
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You'll talk so much, ee 


we won't be able to k $ 
a shut you up. ANS 
“Sa Mi 
sd See Ws > 


GENOA ITALY 


il 
= Ul, 
Ex BSA 


Stane sent him 


here as a message. i when Stane puts his 


knows where J Maybe Stane Lidonthem. 


Whatever Nero knew, / é 1 
now Stane knows J» “© %&_/ did this to him 
. it. \ 


\ because he 
——.\ wouldn't talk. 


Using it on a prisoner 


The military canceled 
would be considered 


M\ Zebediah's contract 
» because of it. 


It works. Put \. 
iton, it sucks | \ 
out everuthing | 
you Know. 


” |t doesn't 
leave much 
behind. 


Sy 


Zebediah tracked wa! mn \YUAYNNN Sythe Sine the aun 
this boat. That $B \ Y/ ‘ comes up again, we 
means i got A » Mh HR won't be onthis , 
access to U.S. i f wa \\ = ‘ i / barge 7S. 
Defense Department _ cy | f i 


spy satellites. 


keep your feet off pny 
the table where 


Tony, I told you to Phot | | ap. 
<ge y 
Seg alll 


int 


i My feet 
aren't onthe }] 
table, Dad. ¥ 


Ys A 
\ Eee” 


Being blue will make you easy 


a to pick out of a lineup. 
Dad, why does > 


this stuff have to f Are you really 
be blue? Bad enough \ going to eat that 
having no hair ‘cause off my butt? 


this stuff eats 
it away. 


Act like a 
tablecloth, you Four-year-olds 
get treated like are supposed to 
a tablecloth. climb on everything, 
Dad. I read a book 
about it. 


| Un 


7 Goto N 
{ Tony's room | 
\ and open the / 
\ window. 


It's tagged with 
his DNA. It won't eat 
the outer layer of his 
PR skin. Or his hair. -A-—=_—————— 


It's mostly down 
inside his skin. The 
blue won't be so 


Do it now, or 
you know what 
will happen. 


We're truing 
counterpigments to ~ 
neutralize the color. = Z a =a Good work. 
The best one so far bias m Gut we're busy 
i right now, 

okay? 
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ATOM 


--controlling \ 


him! 


a” >. I'm being My Zs 
nN . i” ae \ AN \ 


kidnapped! 


Ha, 


a 


We 


Hy it 


You're insomuch Y What happened / i 
{ trouble you wouldn't to taping his 

believe how much mouth? Be 

_ trouble! — we 


The 
tape kept 
dissolving. / 


{Wuhan 


u iy | 
rar a 
hy +I Al 


Rive 


Mle VQ .as 


I covered his mouth 
while I got him away}: 
from the house. _/ 


Nobody's going to hurt \ 
you, Tony. We just need 

a sample of that blue 
_—_—$——_ stuff you've got all 
Gowash ‘\ | over you. _ 

before that 7 Pe 
stuff eats your an 

whole arm off. 


, CSE 


Your father Y- 
Z doesn't even know Y 
you're missing. 


LA2MSgMBMiDiGS SASS 


A Y 


But if the pushing comes from the bou, 
it doesn't do a thing. That's why he can M 
wear shoes and pick things up. ‘id 


Your breath 
smells. 


\ The bio-armor will eat 
away all the needles inside 
the Lid. 


ei cel “How did... 
’ P = L 
lackwit? paki : 
7 The bio-armor. 
Anything that's 


eaten away by the 
bacteria. 


{/ Get me some 
{ soap and water. 


\ Antibacterial 


figs oo oe 


Srace) 


You're not 
supposed to 
wash me. 


The sedative was supposed 
to protect him from the pain 
of washing away the 
bio-armor. 


What's causing f Exposure to the air. v Why do you think his What are all the needles 
him so much The touch of dust father's had him in bio- in the Lid going todoto { 
particles. : armor his whole him, then? ‘ 


They'|| mak 
him want to kee 
me happy. 


/ I'mgoing 
to go wait in 
the van 


| 

a, 
CULL 
CTT TE: 


Why aren't 
we getting more 
response from 
his brain? 


He seems 
to be feeling 
more pain 
now. 


He's already \ J 


well. 


Oh, 
Back on your 


I don't 
see why it isn't 
changing his 
brainwave 
pattern 


maxed out. He | 


should be a 
vegetable. / 


head. 


——4 


Exactly where is my 

Nod if you boy, and how many 

think you can ” Sl people do we have to 
be quiet. \ : ; kill to get to him? 


F You could just i Vp * : a) There's 
tell me what you | ie) ‘ ; . Ca nothing 
know about the “1 ef, \ hig te with 

hy | } \ 7 is-- 


Wy Sau? Then it goes 


on and on. 


something weird 
going on with 
his right leg. 


GET 
AWAY FROM 


| ‘ P —— 
r Wak | fA @ i) 


| sliced half ) 
\ his foot | 
Soff! 


H 

have they 
been torturing 
this kid? 


7 Why isn't. 
there more ft 


The severed 
part oF his foot 
is fresh, we could 
reattach it. 


{ the wound © ive it 
is healed Rca 
over... didaily 
ago. 
know if you'd 
det here in 


Your foot 
will grow back, 


What kind of 
damage did your 

Lid do to his 
brain? 


How did 
that helmet 
thing work, 

Daddy? 


It didn't. 
You've got 
brains of 
steel, kid. 


Nobody 
can heal that 
fast. 


It didn't 
work on him. 
It's like his 


/ brain was... . , 

| a» > d ae 3 
/...somewhere 

j | 

iN NY Va iy 


What kind 
of wife are 


I married you! 


you for your ia ’ } The 
ambition. “ex” kind. 


Now I see } ; | 
that I should 1 |] : | Look at him, 


have checked for paige Hea 
competence. ather is a loser. 


Are you going 
to be a loser, 


Lee 


NOT ye FA 


I'm going to take half oF 
everything in the divorce 
settlement, and you're going 
. to get the other half 

when he dies. 


Isn't oo the 
wichest, most : | 
powerful widdo a ie You can't 
Scootums in the Wot As R's take my 
whole world? 4 tA | companies 
F re away from 


When this 
PWN new stuff dries, 
\ it isn't blue 


Only with 
anti-bacterial 


It's lousy 
armor, if your 
enemies can 


a P\ @ win by washing { 
fv 


\/ 

er, WA 3 Why? You miss 
ick any § SOA playing “This Little 

se? | 4 \\)¥ Piggy"? 


What does it matt: 
when you grow ba 

) parts you lo 

| That's not 
the armor. That's 
| just my weird 
| 


7 When do | 
I get toes f 
again? 


Till invent 


f} 
my own bio-armor 


- 7 UN that won't wash 
HE: 


He's reinventing bio- 
armor. Ours isn't good 
enough. 


I miss Nero. 
He didn't make 


7 Why didn't 
that Lid thing 
wreck my brain? 
. It wrecked 
Nero's. 


y Your brain 
function is 
distributed 

fe) through your 
™, whole body. 


G4 


= Youknow % A 

fm you can't swim 

» in the pool. : 
— 


So give me 
anaesthetic. Ae 


MV” anaesthetic 
would make you 


Stupid 
compared to 
regular people? 
Or just compared 


enough to 
cut your own 


My brain's not 
in my head and my 
feet grow back when 
Icut them off. I'm 
areal freak. 


Oh, yeah. N 
Chlorine kills 


N my bio-armor, 


too. 


Most people 


don't slice of their 


own feet. 


is 


Now that I'm 
not blue any 
more, can Igo 
to school? y, é 


“J ae Of . = 
 . abla 


Ask me again 
when you have 


== TEMYEARS LATER 


Sea 


= 


sweeping . 
up. _ O) 


I never 
seen you around 


school. You got to be the 


es 4 janitor. You way too 
No surprise. Z a 4 young to be astuden 
This is my first 
time here. 


F om harvesting “\ 
/ your metal shavings \ 
for a project I'm 


dy 


Nobody got \ 
to bring flies 
N to Van Buren 4A 
~\ 


Iam not 
cleaning up 
that mess. 


a ) yp \ . ll) ‘ J 4 
More like xeroxing =e So your little 
themselves. metal flies, this \ 4 
== what doodoo look 


oe UE ~ like to them? 


They don't do 
anything useful 
yet. But getting 
them to replicate, 
that was the 
hard thing. 


in 

a | == — f | They don't 
HH | = I a 7 have a metal 
igi (aa shop at my 


| school. 


J "TONNE ACADEMY] 
Dee RADES 7-12 
HA | aMeRICa’s FUTURE If 
iy 


OS aera AMA 


Mr. Stark. IF your father School's almost. 
finds out you took off again, over. Why did you 
T'll be fired. Does that mean bother coming 
anything to you? Ait h 
I didn't 
want you 
to get into 


Yaga trouble, Mr. 
I won't d p 1A WA Proctor. 
tell him if x ¥ \ 
you don't. [ . . 


We don't mind having a few 
quota kids here, Mr. Rhodes, but 
why couldn't they get somebody 

who can at least play 
rugby? 


Tjust 


“Y{ want to go 


I was just 
walking past and 
I brushed against 
this thing and I 

stuck toit. — 


It's covered 
in something 


Oh, look, it's 
even stickier 


Like a booger 
you can't get ofF 
your finger. 4 


Why don't 
you study instead 
of trying to get me 
to cheat for you? 


When we say we 
want the test 
answers, Quota 
boy, you don't 


What is it 
with you and 
these flies, Quota 
boy? Don't you 
& ever wash?_Y¢ 


You guys like What are you going 
smashing people's } todo, Superturd? Tell 
faces into cars? Mr. Proctor on us? 


I'll make you a bet. Each of 
you smash my face into a car 
as hard as you can, and then 

I get to smash yours. 


int are Ge : cin La 
HAN ol ee a, x: Porge that 


ee 
J} ‘ as £6 / 4 fi aA 
Are you ; : WM Y wily | og 
really this aa ( r i 
stupid? 


SSS 
SSS 
é 


That's How hard did 
murder! you shove him, 
you moron? 


XS 


SS 
Nw se oy 


Ay 


Okay, who's 


{ isn't even ; 
\. a bruise. 


Okay, guys. Two 
more times, and then 
I get to do it to you. 


know what 
you are. 


about my 
turn? A deal's 
a deal! 


don't know 
why you're so 
unbreakable. 4 


But I'm not 
unbreakable, 
and now you've 
set me up! 


You thought 
the poor black 
boy needed to 
be rescued, is 
that it? 


And make 
sure your "rescue” 
isn't going to make 

things worse. 


Now I'll probably get 
blamed for vandalizing 
that wall. You Know how 
these minority 
kids are always 
causing 
trouble. 


Before you go t 


trying to save 
somebody by breaking 
walls with your freaky 
head, why don't you 


find out first whether 


they need savin 


I'm sorry. "> 
Iscrewed ‘jgyst tell 
up. 


gq me howl 
screwed 
up. 


And you drive 
this piece of 


crap? 
P So are you 


diving me aride 


It's m 
home or not? 


disguise. 


kgnhichy fried. Ghithen 


Stop thinking you know 
anything about me because 
I'm black! 


I Know that 
you like watermelon, 
you dance real funky, 
and you can slam-dunk 
a basketball. 


At least let 
me buy youa 
hamburger. — 


You want to 
buy me something, 
freak boy? You 
think I need 


food? My father 


is the largest 
shareholder 
in General 


And the top 
dozen shareholders 
of GM are all mutual 

funds. 


Woo-hoo. 
Kentucky 
fried. 


I reckon 
y'all wouldn' mind 
: ada me a 
} wat mah daily frie 
= —_— ‘ I never knew 
| black people said 
“reckon.” 


chicken. 


CTL CTT 
AM MVACA ARS MRAITOTA Les THOMA IDET CLTNCLLAACT TOE 


Happens every year. 
They try to buy drugs 
from me. Or they assume 
I'm getting good grades me up. When it doesn't 
by cheating, so they want work, they realize I don't 
me to share the answer, Lave drugs, I don't have 
cheat sheets, and they 
leave me alone for the 

rest of the year. ; 


So they rough 


he wanted What do 
4 you to be you think, is 
normal. : 


ss 
[2 getting your \Y But now they've got 


face mashed into something to prove. 


the hood of your Thanks to you, Buttwipe 
car--that was, 
like, stratedu. 


name for a 
super hero. 


. Dad thought 
\ Fe{ Ishould grow up 

A in aregular 
neighborhood. , 


1a Lal . 


Maube we 
should start 
locking these 

doors. 


who might have been 
your mother, if I hadn't 
been such a fool as to 

divorce your father. 


vA 
Wow. I thought 


they only said cheesy piadips t a 


her up on ae” Look, I've go — 


lines like that on the y ‘ : the Web. May stuff I want to show Vv 


} a MM \\\ i | Yj ‘y Rhodey here. Why don't 
y Loni Stane. You UJ wees’ | YE A My guess i} you go sit on the front 
had five years to \ Ld YOK is she didn't ; porch till Bad comes 
get pregnant before @ } | mat Po SA want me. home from the 

you ditched my dad a \ 
and took his company 
away from him. 
aul 
a 


mI 
I didn't 
want you, 
either, but 
N you wouldn't & 
go awau. 


I'm glad I taught my ga i\ 
son Obadiah better yl 
S i \ 


manners than that. 


My mother's 
dead. But I'd 
rather have her 
than you. 


Is your head 
huge? Or do your 
ars just stick 


ra 


I want to 
give you back 
your stock. 


os Wa, 
Nee 


mGED YA, WNW 


All I ask is ; 
that you do me Ah, that's 
a favor. the Loni I know. 
G Too bad the stock 


gs (- is worthless. 
has value for == 
\ _ Just tell 
me what you 
want. 
~ ( 
AY 


I turned 
een N : ’ CP: 
light on Y Lame 
7 thought sil is 
for her. _f it turned on LAD 
automatically. - 


But I didn't 
deactivate 


it. : Aren't children 
wonderful. 


at 


There's a 


do you want, school I want 
/ to. 
| Y m. = of Z 


Treating her 
like that was a 
SSS A stupid mistake, 


Our lives would Tony. 
be completely different 
if she hadn't betrayed y 


=i! 
= She had nothing } 
i ¥_/ todo with your mother 
H dying. And that's the : 
a Mma «Only difference that 


matters. 


Don't ever show what “=a Se Sei: Lae 
} you're feeling. Especially Mit V7 
not to your enemies. MI) Av 
: i NN 


\Y” Oh, right. Like 
you've ever lived 
by that little 
rule. 


a 
z=atitttyy LL 


tt MP 
Gay Meas a 


am 


So you want me to 
be a hypocrite. 


I want you 

to have the 

element of 
surprise. 


When you're 
at war, have no 


That secret government 
school for geniuses that 
Loni wants to send her boy 


4 
It's a prototype. Fora il 
whole suit OF armor. 


You've got Nips to. Why didn't you send 
| & subtle me there? 
armor. Para 


: I don't want 
I want armor Ly them to hold you 
that stops them J back. I don't even 


I'm not going p is isn’ 

to be able to I've got YW pel dah * 

get Bled a ; something creepy. 

ed 4 Because I don't 
want to have to go 
to all the trouble of 
figuring out how to 
beat the crap out 
OF you. 


GAVE= A 


YOu try it on. 
I'm not letting 
you make a fool 
out oF me. 


{ == Isit a 
Halloween? Ineed 


you to try 
o 


Was I supposed 
to bring the 
weenies or the 
marshmallows? 


I'm the only 
person who can 
touch the outside 
of it. Ineed you 
to wear it while 
I get zapped. 


IF anybody sees 

me in this get-up, 

It didn't T'll have no choice 
zap me. but to kill you. 


Quota boy 
n 1 


wants to joi 
the team. 


Anu tips Look. They're 
on elect Pais playing dress- 


On the other 
hand, we could use 
another tackling 
dummy. 


——— 


Ss A Ng (iz 
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Puton 
he helmet, 
Rhodey. 


ill 


mi 


7 Brickhead 
is controlling 
the thing. 


ca 
on 


He may not be 
breakable. But maybe 
he can burn. 


Apparently 

the voltage 

wasn't high 
enough. 


eo, 


ii | 


NG 


now. 


Get the 
helmet on 


I get it now. 
I should put on 
the helmet first, 
and then hit 
the wall. 


= 
z 
& 
= 


a 


iy ae 
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g 
Li 


a A 
y 
£ 


~ 
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He looks 
like firewood 
to me. 


Leave him 
alone! 


How appropriate. 
The other one looks 


like coal. 


Get the 
controls away 
from him. 


Rhodeuy, put 
on the helmet 
first! 


_@ 


~“ 
= TPS c 
/ ‘ja 
F 
a 
i 
Se - j wy aE 
\ 
You've lost ~\ 
your spark, hg 
Electric / tp 7) 
Bou. SYA) 
f <f a fins 
\ Al 
att 2 ia = 
f Ca . = 
i at 


going to recite } 
the Pledge of }f 
» Allegiance. 


He can't 
break, but he 
can burn! 


It's not the 
heat, it's the 
proximity. 
What are you 
supposed to be, the 
Terminator? 


“ 
<1) Wak 
} / 
Z L Shut up 
= and shove 
— en him in! 


He's not 
cooperating. 


You're 
attracting 

flies. Just like 
a pile of... 


4 Tthisisalljusta 


‘| 
a ‘ / 
, ~S A, 
OF f ‘ y 
course. . ' \ 
\ 3 
These things : \ ea x “ye 
happen. , Wah 2 
S 
What have 
you done, you Go 
monster! 
LFS , 


Help! A 
2/ monster is 
} killing boys in 
-\ the furnace 
room! 


Dammit, 
Nifara, it's 
\ me, James! 


Y Tony! Iswear © 
N Ididn't think you 
» could burn! , 


/ ee 


Don't...call... 
doctor... 


OF course 
we're calling a 
doctor. 


You don't want 
his father to have 
you killed? Get 
food. NOW. 
PA 


In the 
furnace room 
of the gum. It's 
pretty bad. 


” ae 


He's dying, and 
you're sending out 
for lunch? 


Feed him. 
And give him 
water to 


He needs 


e drink. protein! 
~- You want 
—— a to help? Get 
him water. 
ya 
) ss | 
v4 
Food. Mass quantities. 
And maybe you can stay 
out of jail. 
r~ 


We didn't 
think it would 
hurt him. 


Why are you 
wearing that stupid 
getup in the first 


i place? They'll never 


let you play football 
dressed like that. <i 


7 thinkit's 
A Halloween? 


| 


I 
Igot 
bott 


the 
le. 4 


“ Wa 
4 és 7 Now get 
(<i ( the suit on } 
re me. ‘- 
A ee 
» Yr ias 
by : 
Dp \\ 


= : = 

=, They've \ ! 

— all got Or I swear it, : 
meat. cheese. 


the guy told us 
\ the kid couldn't a A f 
y OFT 


burn. 
g 
Ta 
Sa a f ie 


jas Sag 


——————— 


” Shut up 
and leave 


Guy told us Fire would hurt Said he worked for 
if we wanted you, but you wouldn't your father. 
to teach you burn-- 
a lesson-- Your father 
He said it was sick OF 
would be like you showing 


Teach you 
a lesson. 


Gave us 
a hundred 


It was supposed to 
be murder, you cretins. 
He hired youas hit | 


incompetent 
hit men. 474 
Get out of 
here. And don't 
talk about this to 
anybody. Ever. 


You should 
both go outside 
now. Keep people 
from coming in till 
my dad gets 


here. 
Ican't 


believe you're 
eating at atime 
like this. 


= — 


This thing é 
dave me bruises 
every time I moved 
@ Poor baby. 
/ Do you think we } 


care about your } i 
bruises? 49 


I didn't think 
of padding. Show 
me the pressure 

points. 


believe you're § 
conscious. 


IF you mean 
it hurts to 


amen, brother. 
Don't you have 


Are you two really going 
to discuss how to make that 
suit more comfortable? 


s= 


I've got a lot of time 
invested in that suit. It 
doesn't work if it hurts 

to wear it. 


Didn't it hurt 
you when you 
tried it on? 


Like I said, 
it hurts all You mean... 
the time. even when you're 
not wearing 
the suit? 


ys 
, Poor baby 
genius. 


4 ° 
—, 


\\3 y 


Zz 


1 
for calling 
1 me instead 


to. 
p COnecioue: AN 
4 Through N 
everything. 
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Good job, * $ 


New skin over 
everything. 
Already. 
IF the muscles 
weren't so atrophied, 
you'd never Know 
there'd been an 
injury. 


Those aren't 
What do A even our team colors, 
you think you're bonehead. 
doing? q h G 


Is that 
One of our 
football 
players? , 


All visitors are supposed 
to check in through the 
front desk. 


“My son was 
assaulted in the a 
furnace room. By four 


of your students. _/ I've heard 
S thes ee . > nothing about 


this! 


Which is why my son 
will not be coming 
back to this school. 


You aren't going Nor am I going to 
to talk to the media bring charges against 
about this, are the boys who did it. 


I'm sure 
they're not 
really bad. 


Bullies. 
Killers. 


= The proud 
men you trained 
them to be. 


Ican't 
believe your father 
isn't going to press 

charges. 


How do we 
explain why I 
don't have a 
mark on me? ; 
They'll 
claim it never 

happened. 


== = = | a alr rl 
7 That never \Wi VY) | él ; wT si 
works never Hal Le) You don't Bs I know what 


Know what it's Y= it's like to wear 
well for us F ; ; 
black folks. Zz iar ee a - a goofy-looking ; 


getting all tribal } 
on me. 


a 


mW 


ns And you've 
a ‘a ee never been 


et They said some guy paid them 
St sa to doit. He said Tony couldn't 
2a ere a 


be killed. 


> My point is, ™~ 
it was a hit. Like 
the mane: A, 


James, 
Nifara, you're 
in danger. 


Lknow ofaschool.A Y Thisisthe most ~ I've already 
government school, exclusive schoolin sent one kid 
for extremely brilliant the country. It’s there, and he 
kids who might be residential. It's seems tobe 

in danger. free. And it's doing well. 


So I guess this V Are you kidding? 
turned out to be / Without that suit, no 
a failure way I could have 
-\ stopped them in 
t 


IF he wasn't 
how he is, then 
nobody'd be 
ea to kill 


=) witnesses. 
Vite 


I worked hard 
0 get into this 
school. 


The whole Family \| 

moved just to be 

close enough for 
me to go here. 


Uy I'll explainit 
Sees tO your parents. 
mE Their choice. 


a 
In time? IF he 
wasn't...the way 


What did we /earn 
from this? 


This is a 
school, Mr. Stark? 
A \|t looks like an office 

. building. 


It iS an office building, 
Rhodey. On every floor, you 
@ can get off the elevator and 
find real receptionists and real 
offices full oF people who have 
no idea what's really going 
onin most of the building. 


Okay, now it Y Does the 
looks like ahigh | cafeteria food 


So if we decide 
not to go to 
school here, you 
have to kill us? 


Please tell 
me I was joking. 


Why did I know 
they wouldn't 
let us come in 
the front 
door? 


Howard Stark. I have 
an appointment. 


Open for 7 
Stark party 
of four. 4 


J It has all the Features 


of a first-rate high school 
except one. 


But they 
still have 
cheerleaders, 


the front 


Gosh, Iam SO excited to meet 
you. Are you going to be anew 
schoolmate of mine? 


Are you a genius 
like so many of us? Or 
is your dad super rich and 
really well connected in 
Washington, so he could 
buy your way in? 


I bought You changed mu life, sir, 
your wag in, you really did. Without 
Obadiah. your intervention I would 
have had to make it on my 
brains alone. Instead, Iam 
getting the finest 
education the 
government has to offer 
to its pet guinea pigs. 


hope I become an 
international spy. When 
4 lLassassinate people, 
T'll dedicate all the 


corpses to you, sir! 


Keep your hands 
off my father. 


I only touched 
his five-thousand- 
dollar bespoke suit 
from Saville Row. 


Excuse 
me, o Kind 
benefactor. 


You said 
something 
about anti- 


It's probably \ \ 
something Mr. 


Stark's company \\ | 


is already mass- 
marketing in Asia. 
But here in the 
Baxter Building, 
it's so secret the 
faculty don't 
even Know 
about it. 


Hong Kong. Under 


a thousand. 


The four 
thousand I 
saved paid 


| \ your tuition, 


; Obadiah. 


right. It was J 
a hair. 4 


His father is 
that famous 
industrialist and 
H convict Zebediah 
7 Stane. His mother So why are 
is my ex-wife. ; y 
Taking my hair is Mam te ae ll 
the cioeeee tel BB ocho! here? 
having good ; y 
To keep 
the rest of 
the world safe 


This is a school 
where the students 
don't wait till they 
graduate to do 
important work in 
the real world. 


nite 


TiLl mi 


ee 


= =p 


LSI 


This takes real 
sensitivity. 
Ican't 
believe you're 
not crushing 
everything. 


You're 
not bad 
at this. 


Swe. 


by 
> ee ; y 
Pa 


I wish I'd had this when we-- 
a few days ago. 


Wouldn't do you much 
good. The battery pack 


is as big as ajeep. 


Performs a 
Gal neat capectomuy. 


I'm trying to 
et them to let 
me try it ona 
sheep. Unless 
you want to 
volunteer? 


Fast and » 


deadly. 


already have under 
ontract. The moment 


she graduates... | 


It's the best-equipped 
lab in the world for students 
working at the highest 


till they're 
civilized. 


I don't think 
I want to go 
to school. 


What is he 


doing down 
there? 


No one would 
do an experiment 
out here. What is 

this about, 
Obi-Wanda? 


Ni they'd leave 
it out for 
anyone to 


ais 
¥ Y see it? Nobody \ 
. comes out 


ae) 
van 


Security, we've gota 
kid in danger at the 
southeast corner oF 
the 38thfloor. Outside. / 
On the edge. 


Ijust want to 
see you fly, Link. I 
think you can do it. 
I think that's the 


You'll bring 
her back up? B® 


Come back! 
Get away from 
the edge! 


Don't you get it, 
Link? I'm insane! IF 
you don't fly, I will 


7 
| losing her, drop her! 


honor. Link the 
Flying Bou. 


There are witnesses 
up there! You won't get 
away with this! ‘ 


OF course 
there are 
witnesses! This 
is science! 


That's right! Spread 
your wings! You can do 
it! Fly! 


It was 
a suicide 


obo 
> o2 
EYEL 
Yon 
BHOS 
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v2So 
Hpya 
Dac .w 
coc 
ofuUr 
Oc 
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The trouble is, 
I'm really 
not very strong. 


Dodge, 


pact. 


You 
murderer! 


Iheld on to 
her as long as I 
could. Why didn't 


you get here 


sooner? 


You've beena 
doll, but I'm afraid 
I'm going to have 

to let you go. 


Her 
shoe came 


What have I 
done, sending 


him here? 


My suit 
could have 
broken it. 


What, you think you 
should have been 
wearing it under 

your clothes? 


Obadiah Stane took 
that hair from your 
jacket for a reason. 


Either he plans to clone me, or 
plant the hair in order to implicate 
me in acrime. 


He plans to 
#/ destroy you. The way he 
murdered those kids-- 


without anybody being [im 


able to blame him. 


You couldn't have ¥ 

saved them, not 

even with a flying 
suit. 


You had unbreakable 
glass between them 


I Knowit's 
too late to 
save them. 


I'm going 
tokeep you ff 


7 nothing will ¥ 
stop me from 
Killing hi 


y/ 


7” 


/\ newivorkicity 
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How many of these do y Why don't I just use 
we have to wreck before : sheets of paper? Then 
you start truing it on aw mt I'd succeed every 
thinner sheets of at A) time. <——a 


2 
Steel: All right, 


Nifara, 
everything's | air 
set. Doit. /§ 


i. 
= 7 ay may WIA 
VK Va} 
a Am 
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mpage 
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This resonance-imaging 
thing just isn't working, 
Rhodey. 


Wait. iW 
it's stil pan 
ringing. A= 
Wow. You've 
discovered the 


gong. 


C101) HUD PRA 


That's right, Nifara, 
don't be surprised 
when Rhodey happens 
to not screw up. 


— Till try to (Besa: i 
forget that you \ \ is Bob twice 
sounded so shocked wy . ~ ada. 
when you said YT RY > What 


do you want, } 
> Obadiah? « {| 


What do you call 
this primitive-looking 
weapons system? 

"The glove"? 


a Machine. 
Oh, it's a J 
weapon. I thought 
it was a fashion 
statement. 


Is the AirForce \ 
going to mount these 
on airplanes so they 
can knock down 
incoming missiles? _ 
Orisitfor % 


paddling bad 
middle-school] 


a 


~ l 


It's For ramming i 
through your pants 
nd right up your-- 


Nobody touches \ Why not? You're Look, Nifara. Obi-wanker 
this without my just going to is cleverly trying to tur! 
permission. give it to your me against Tony. 

little buddy, Tony : 
Stark, so he can 


: James, why did 
take all the credit you have to touch 


him? Now you have 


andere the to wash your hands 


You've solved a lot 


of tough problems, 
son. I'm proud of 
you. 


That was Dad talking. 
The Boss says, I've 
poured millions into 

this, and you show me 

an oversized... 
prototupe. 


A prototype that 
hovers for a few 
minutes and then 
it's just a great 
big target. 


Stark (enterprises; 


It's just 
; aprototupe, 


= a 
It's a lot easier 


to do the preliminary 
work when it's super- 
sized. 


What's the 
range? Flying, 


Fly! Give me 
a break, Dad, 
this thing weighs 


So far all 
it can do is 
hover and 


What if I tell you 
that the regular- 
size model is made 
of a material that 
is impervious to 
any known 
projectile? 


“and light enough 
to flu? Excuse me, I 
mean "hover." 


& We've tested 
this material with 


everything in the 
arsenal. Spent- 
uranium projectiles 
only dent it. 


I didn't want 
to waste your 
time on it till 
it met my 


<| : You better get 
« behind the protective /chould you 


wall, Dad. 


Who else, Pad? \ 
IF it doesn't work, y 
I'm the only one 
who heals fast. 


Why doesn't the 
shock Knock him 
down? Oh, the big stuff % 
fel Knocks him all over 
the place. Want 
to see? 


somebody get 
some of this crap 
off me? 


No, stay here. Let's 
see whether the fluing 


boots can get Those boots 


; aint out: don't have the 
—_ - stabilizing 
Y OSS 


software yet, ' 
Hey! What 


~ " § : do you think 
| Le = j on you're A 
hy eer 


‘EY & 
We 
“Sf 


~ In combat, 


h 7k 
ee 


Turn it off, 
dammit! 


RU 
What were 
you trying to 
do, rip me in 
halfP 


Rhodes and Nifara have 
their War Machine working, 
so the next suit will be... 
Usable? 


Quick. Strong. ~) 


f 


As long as 
\\ it takes to get 
~Ne it right. 


My deal with Rhodes is, we get his 
War Machine, and he gets our 
finished suit. 


That's not 
how it works, 
son. 


You give him 
money. You never 
give away 
technology. 


That was the 
deal. Stick to it, 
\ or you don't get 
am my tech. 


You don't own I learned 
anything if I haven't that trick from 
told anybody the the old man. 

formulas. 


™ Lownyour tech. Lown every 
@ = thought in your head. We have _/ 
acontract. 


We dive him a suit. One Until the day you 
suit. Not the underlying stop trusting 
technology. Ss him. 
We're 
friends 
forever. | 


With a lifetime 
warranty. Parts 
and labor. 
All right. 


And 
upgrades. 


Think of it, Zebediah. 
Pigs died so you could 
ruin the meat. 
I'm the best 


cook this prison 


ever had. | a 
ex 


NM Pork cHOPs 


EPO ey 
> N 


| 
at 


The freezer's 
back there. 


; ¥ He looks 
athe Kill government. I'm sai 
me! What did "hb, / : Tranquil 
Ido? Who ion getting you out : enough for 
sent your 4 - ta aay me. 
j That was only \ 
a tranquilizer 
bullet. 


asec 
PA 
4 - i_ : 


I 


It's about time the 
government realized 
they need my 
expertise. 


Who are 
we meeting 
here? 4 


e / Aa 
Pa & 


NN /]} 
-/ “< 


You're not 
government, 
you're hit 
men! 


Why didn't you just Kill You doit.Wecan't \ You see, Zebediah, you shouldn't 
me in prison?! have any of my blood have annoyed Howard Stark. He 
: never forgets. 


Stark! Stark 
would never do 
h 


That's why he's 
going to get away 
with it. Everybody 
thinks he's one of 

the good guys. 


Then it would 


> —— 
ey have been nothing 


but a prison 
murder. 


Now it's 
» special. 


Sometimes I 
think I should give 
up and use those 
pre-tied bows. 


Then we'd be 
as pretty as 


7 Christmas ’ 


There's So when am I 
going tobea going to be old 
lot of alcohol enough? 
there. Alcohol is 
Don't a poison that 
touch it. attacks the 
5. brain. 


Your whole 
body has brain 
tissue. Everywhere. 


Si \ \ Alcohol is evenly 
brain-tissue » distributed throughout 
redundancy out 
the wazoo, I . your brain tissue will 
shouldbe able & zal - be affected. 
to drink with ax ne _ — 
impunity. j x Even the 
=| brains in your 
butt. 
| (ass 


Besides, Tony, it You think I'm an 
isn't intoxication ) alcoholic? Dad, I've 
that worries me. - =never even tasted 


It's 
dependency. 


vy We don't 

7 know how alcohol 

\ will aFFect you. Let's 
not find out F 


a 


Ambassador, I'd like 
you to meet my son 


He's even 
prettier than 
his father. 


es 


I'm smarter, 
too. It drives 
him crazy. 


I'd have left him home, 
but nobody will babysit 
him any more. 


: It might spare : 
By the way, your excellency, you the inconvenience of I see you area 
{ you should take alook at some having your air force suddenly }) poet of munitions, 
of our anti-EMP technology. drop like flaming raindrops. young Mr. Stark. 


I'm so sorry-- 
I'm needed on 
government 
business. 


You're on 
your own, 
Tony. 


How did he get 

out of prison? 

We know it wasn’ 
a tunnel. 


Someone 
came in and 
got him. Ina 
food truck. 


We know exactly how 
he died, Mr. Stark. He was 
torn in half, right down 
the middle of his body. 


ESE 


BEA 
aN 


Torn, not * 
sliced? Not 
blown apart? 


He was pierced at the tops 
of the shoulders. Rods seem 
to have been forced down 
inside the rib cage. 


But he was not 
pulled apart by the 
arms, Mr. Stark. They 
were duct-taped 
together. 


4 Well, then, it's obvious, 
isn't it? Were there a couple 
of wounds, low on his back? 


7 With all the blood, ; 
I might have missed Zebediah 


something. bares 


Were there 
i any other 
You're the injuries? 
weapons expert, 
Mr. Stark. We ‘ f 
wondered if you , : \ AN  — 
would have any \ 4 


idea how it might 
have been 
done. 


seem surprised 
at who the 
victim is. 


Wasn't I 
supposed to 
be told? You 
have a serious 

leak in your 
office, 
detective. 


My negotiations 
man knew 
all about Zebediah 
being nabbed. It's 
his job to know 
things like that. 


The rods go down 
here. But you need 
leverage at the bottom 
for the device to 
work. 


Yes, as you 
suggested. Very 
small punctures. 

Here and here. 


So you have to attach 
the bottom of each t 
rod. 


The device 
would be excruciatingly 
painful to insert, but it 
isn't life-threatening 
until you spread 
the rods. 


How did you 
Know that, Mr. 
Stark? 


The hinges only have to push the rods 


hree or four inches apart to spread 
the trunk and tear the body apart. 


Any reasonably 


strong man could 


operate it. 


halfway competent 
engineering student 
could design it. 


The question 
is: What kind of 
sick mind would 

want to? 


That was our question. Till 
we found clear evidence 
that you were at the 


You found a single hair of You have motive 

mine, didn't you? Perhaps 

accompanied by some lint 
from a silk jacket? 


€x-wife. And I ‘ 

out the wazoo. Guy | already got my . 

stole your wife and 4 company back. 
your companu. Zz 


We also found 
=) blood that wasn't 
yours or Stane's. 
So we're quite 
aware that the 
evidence against 
you might have 


gj’ But the prosecutor 
and the judge agreed that 
you were a serious flight risk, 
since you can go anywhere 
in the world. 


When do I 
get my phone 


Sorry I'm late, 


= gentlemen. Late? You Call my 
aren't expected } father, if you 
here, Tony. please. : 


My father's proxy for the voting You're under age. Will Dad also issued a statement that 
stock, which, combined with my shares, any contracts you enter as my guardian, he is responsible for 
represents one hundred percent. into be legally binding? all my debts and contracts. 
My father's nomination ; ~~ 
of myself as aboard member, Y* y/ = 
and his nomination of myself as a = — 


return from prison. 


acting chairman and chief — n) we = 
executive officer until his ‘@. <3 a é 
yee /~ “J > 
And his certification that VA = cs BS e 
the stock has been voted accordingly, 3 > = 


in ameeting of stockholders that he and \ 
Lheld in the visiting room, with a notary < [ Sy 
and an attorney present to record /g- y 2 
~~ the meetings. : 
a Hi \ SS | 
g 4 | Ky i= ™~ 
A = . ex: , = 
= = Z — 
I think it’s time for me to be Bill, you can sit down now. 
a \ \ brought up to speed on all the Your report on pending 
operations of Stark Enterprises. negotiations will be 
S | Ryan, will you please report on next. 
\ » ~~ f= personal weapons OF course, 
°) y \| development? Mr. Stark. 


) 
ety * 


bacon J 
1 é~ 
f LE 
Ua All your previous instructions 
: OF from my father are still in force, SS 
om - course, Mr. but I expect you to take the % S 
C stark. initiative in telling me when those “i y 
decisions need to be “ 
reviewed. wa 7 
a e 5 
— y T'll be in my father's rie é 
a f Mf office every morning from C e 
4 a ope: seven till nine. — Ty 
- (Se? / i After that, \ a 
j look for me in my } 
{ Tre: own lab. I expect ) 
\ le, \ ’ you to interrupt Ne p 
é Lip) me at need. “ANS 
if, La || 
C 


Obadiah denies 
everything, OF course. 
And the prosecutor is 

quite candid about being 
able to destroy Rhodes 
and Nifara on cross. 


So all we've got 


/ Biased witnesses 
Yj who owe you everything. 
/ And Obadiah is the 


ae 


You think they've 
got enough to 
convict? 


victim's son. 


They taped your whole 
session in the autopsy 
room. The fact that you 
knew they would have 
a single hair can work 


for you or against you. fi 


The jury won't like 
the way you came 
up with an exact 
design for the 
murder weapon 
y on the spot. 


They've got 
enough to hold 
you till the 


Good 
morning, 


uUh...Mr. Stark. 
Your messages are 
waiting on your 


is the blood of an 
unidentified 
killer. 


They're 


=! calling him your YA} 


“assistant.” 


Si Ma, I'm going to 
be here for a while, 
2 apparently. 


I need you 
to look after 
Tony for me. 


~ HOWARD 
STARK 


He's running 
a corporation, 
and he needs a 


babysitter? 


= 
azar 


ely (We | 
Em SS  —— 
Your father trusts you 


with everything. Why start 
drinking now? 


He doesn't 
trust me that 
much. He sent 


EE, 


: When you're 
a know what it - " impaired, you 
feels like. J tu“ \ don't know what 
; P : i ‘a little’ is. 


Other people have hours, z Alcohol Kills brain cells. It we 
days, months without p ~~ impairs your judgment. 
— Sol 
| only drink a 
es little. 


Evacuate the west side 
e of the building ae 
prepare to blow that 
“doing? ferry out of the water 
7 Pouring out before it reaches us. 
“(your father's No shooting till I say. 


And get in 
touch with 
the harbor 
police to 
find out 
what they 
think is 
going on. 


Not you. That ~ 


{ ferry down there. 


Heading right 
toward us. 


Surrounded 
by harbor 
cops. 


S MAN 
» You want 
( to see how 


impaired I am? 
Follow me. 


Is the 
big one fully 


I think T'll 

q test it. Under 
real world 

E\ conditions. | 


Tony. You have no business 
doing this yourself. Too much 


depends on you. 


i J 
IF something goes y lS 


wrong, I'm the one 
with the best chance /\ 
of survival. 


a 


Police are reporting 
at least forty hostages 
aboard the ferry. 


At least five. 
How many Probably six--they'll 
terrorists, hide the guy controlling 
Si Ma? the bomb. 


No communication. 

But we have to assume 
the ferry is full of explosives. 
Maybe they drove aboard in 
that panel truck. It could 
hold enough of a bomb to 
blow the west face ofF 
your building. 


{ Ortake out 
a tidy chunk of 
Manhattan. 


Maybe they'll 
go a the South 


/ This doesn't look like 
'\ impaired judgment to 
- \ you? It does to me. 


Well, kids, let's 
see whether this 
suit floats. 


How much of 
an explosion is 
this suit Designed 
to withstand? 


Bobbin’ 
like a cork, 


fa 


It absorbs some oF That amount of explosives... 
the shock wave, giving So if that van really is full of that's more than we've 
the operator some explosives, and I'm there on tested. What would 
survivability. But it the boat, what will happen 
doesn't exactly to the suit? 
withstand anuthing. 


- fi a ad 


1 “ae va Ba) . 
ge 
"I think the technica a 


term we're looking for 
is 'smithere t 


y 
| 


 ] i : 


Two on top, but 


One guy in the pilot 


house. 
At least two, maybe 
three, at the truck. 


aft, with the hostages. 


of sight? 


wy 
8 
5 
= 
a 
wy 
s 
a 
— 
& 


Still out of my line 


SM 


Ay: 


\ 

a \t 

ee | 
xan’ 


Judgment 
impaired. But 
very brave 


building. _ 


Ot 
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ap 
(0) 
Ey 
=o 
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VO 
Op 
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He's still 
alive, ma'am. 


...in full view of onlookers in 

office and apartment buildings in 
Manhattan. Incredibly, the only 
casualties were the terrorists 
themselves--and what onlookers 

describe as a giant robot. 

Meanwhile, a coalition of 

concerned congressmen... 


Stark Enterprises. 


.../S calling 
for an investigation 
of leading weapons 
development company, B 
Stark Enterprises. 


I'm glad that the 
terrorists were stopped. 
I'm glad that no civilian 
lives were lost. But it is I demand 
disturbing that aprivate |__| acongressional 
company like Stark investigation of 
Enterprises should even Stark Enterprises Tonu, 
have a giant robot that to determine what watching that Lwish it had 
can kill people! safeguards, if any, nonsense causes been a robot, 
7 or y protect the public F stress. Stress slows Si Ma. 
j from this giant... your recovery. 
killing machine! 


Howard Stark, the CEO of 4 
stark Enterprises, is vi It's got to 
currently in prison, charged be making your 
with murdering his business [ competitors crazy, 
rival, Zebediah Stane. The j thinking you've 
spokesman for Stark <j actually got a robot 
Enterprises was unable to 7” that can do all 
say who authorized the 4) hose things. 
use of the robot ... 


IF anybody Anybody else 
else had been would have had the 
inside that suit, | brains not to wear 
they'd be the suit that close 
dead. to a van full oF 
explosives. 


I might as 
well be a robot. My arms 
and legs regrow when they're 
blown off. My brain is distributed 
throughout my whole body. How 
do I get off calling myself 
human? 


Besides 
the fact that 
I'm so devilishly 
handsome. 


You have 
heard that People 
Magazine is going to name 
me the Sexiest Man to 
Live Through Having an 
Arm and Two Legs 
Blown OFFP 


IF I dive you some We had him investigated, But Scott is a weapons 
information about the Si Ma. He's a Green, not designer himself. Or he was, 


terrorists who did this to a mad bomber. anyway, before he became so 
you, do you promise you _ > | anti-oil and made windmills his 
won't do anything S Exactly. life's work. Dad subcontracted 


crazy? They just wanted him on a couple of design 


to look like terrorists projects. 


when they tried to take 
that ferry underneath 
the Stark building and 
destroy it. 


The man 
who sent them 
is still alive. 


Mark Scott, 
CEO of Whiplash, 
LLC. The company 
manufactures-- 


guess. Those 

windmills are a 
cover for an 
evil criminal 
enterprise. 


seem crazy to 
me. Besides, 
those guys are 
all dead. 


y Town 
/ stock init, I know 
what they make. Huge 
| power-generating 
windmills in Third- 
| _\, World countries. | 


How was I supposed 
to know they had a 
giant robot? 


“Your men didn't get away disguised 
as passengers, though, did they? A 
body was found. He was identified. 
He had a Whiplash business card." 


You are a _ 
careless, stupid \ = 
man! They will trace My name is not 

the explosives Mr. Dolores. It's 
just "Dolores." \t 
Take your means 'pain.” 

hands off me, 

Mr. Dolores. 


America, 
it's agirly 
name. 


Make it 
subtle, I said. 
Do it so nobody 
knows he was 
murdered. 


It was subtle, 
Mr. Dolores. IF it looks 
like terrorism, nobody 
looks for you. 


f He wasn't 
even in the building, 
Mr. Scott. The entire 
world knew he was in 
Jail...except you. 


And "Whiplash" My parents 
=/ issomacho, it sounds 
\ like you're compensating 
» for something. 


When I was 
a kid, I worked 
in the insurance 
business. 


OF my childhood. 


spurs. 
I will destroy 
Howard Stark as 
promised, Dolores. 
With my own 


would set up car 
(/ crashes and I faked 
being injured. I wore 
a neck brace most 


I'm surprised 
you don't wear 


Office of Tony Stark. 


It's 
good to be 
back. 


You 
shouldn't even 
be up. 


Who are you?! You 
You can't go in don't even have an 
. appointment! 


f 


IF you were here to We need Weren't you 
kill me, I'd be dead. So your giant watching Tv? 
you must be, like, the 


robot. It was blown We 
"good guys." f to bits. need it this 


It was a Ween 
prototype. 
We don't have 
any more. 


What 
government | Could you 
agency do you , Q use a regular- 
represent? ~</ ~~ . size one? 


geal 
The Baxter Building Think Tank. 


Dr. Molekevic. Do : 
ou mind if we use . 
your office for a _ Molekevic. Sey ee he \ 
half-hour? A t li } ONE Question «jaye thé building? 
\f ™ out into the 


\ 
ies f 
i 


+ < 
P) \ 


Oh, no. I'm sure 
he stays inside like 
all the other 
students, except for 
parental visits. 


yee this | 
As I thought. gets here, what 
e “etn ee favent Would you have anole ve say 3 Ging sibs 
: Obadiah sent o him? : 
thought about it, so back in a half- 
you're guessing? z 


By "sure," 


Okay, Rhodey, 
what have you 
got? 


Hi. 


Dr. Molekevic 
I think <i ; said somebody 
you'll like But it's not | Ly \ peg 
this. - just strength. | . 
Let's show him 
the blades. 


Is that a gun 
in your armpit or 
did you forget to take 
out the deodorant } 
when you were done _¢ ¢@ 
with it? 


Not to worry. 

We designed it so the 
blades retract as soon 
as you make a fist. 

, right? 


humble when 
I do something 
to be humble 


Ol' humble 
. Rhodeu. |, 


So you 
guys don't talk, 
right? Are you & 
I'm supposed guys, like, a | 


to be intimidated, | couple? 
is that it? Oo000h, 
I'm so scared. 


Twenty minutes, 


I'm not sending the 
prototype of the small 
robot unless I know where 
it's going and what you 
expect it to do. 


/ that's 

{ classified, 

\| Mr. Stark. IF 

\ we told 
you-- 


You'd 
have to buy 
me lunch? 


All right. I'll have 
the robot delivered to you 
up on the roof tomorrow at 
ten A.M. It understands 
ordinary English. 


Don't expect 
it to talk to you, 
though. We haven't 
wasted time truing 
to make it 
chatty. 


It's a prototype. 
I have to program it 
for the mission. 


Allit has 
to do is kill 
anything that 
moves. 


Starting 
when? The moment 
I turn it over to you? 
That could be hard on 
your transport team. 


IF you were 
left. trying to frighten 
him, I don't think 
it worked. 
Did he talk 
constantly? 
Make bad jokes? 
Try to offend 
you? 


That means 
he was scared out 
Of his mind. 


We need your robot 
to wipe out a terrorist 
training camp. 


In a country 
e're not currently 
at war with. 


Sit down. 
We'll show you 
the maps and 
pictures. And we're 
not buying you 
lunch. 


And you didn't scare 
him, Tony. All youdid — He puts your 
was show him that father in jail and all 
you're scared. youcando is have 
™ some guys stare 
In other words, at him. 
Tony, the bulljust 
chased you all around 
the ring, and you ‘ 
think you won the 
bullfight! 


So you had 
them sit there 
with Obadiah, but 
they didn't say 
anuthing. 


he'd get worried, 
Dad. Do something 


Do you think you're on 
"Law & Order” or something? 
First of all, we Knew he framed 
me, but he didn't know we 
knew. Now, he does. 


Look, it was a 
lesson you needed 
to learn. You're not 
stupid, you're just 
young. 


Now, what 
were those 
government 

goons really 
there for? / 


We need to 
make this thing 
so it will assemble 
itself on my 
body. Oh, right, we 
=z dive each piece tiny 
arms and legs so they 
= J can climb up your 
Maybe body and attach. 
something with 
magnetics. 
Otherwise 
known as “static 
cling." 


Rhodey, 

what do you 

think you're = 
doing? oo 


Going 
with you. 


To “ae 
watch your yo 
back. yr ’ 


These suits are 
still prototypes. IF 
something goes wrong, 

I can live through it. 
YOu can't. back again? 
, They just 


Besides, y Y ; 
they think it's tell you that it 
arobot. > unfortunately got 
destroyed. So 
: sorry. 


So...what makes 
you think they plan 
to bring this "robot" 


( Everybooy at that camp is either 
can't take them apart a suicide bomber or someone who 
to figure out how they trains suicide bombers. 


isi pectin oe i y ~~: ; Once they leave the camp 
eareally We able | f and melt into the population, We're going to the factory where 
ec asligiie \ : Its a thousand times harder they manufacture suicide bombers and 
7” What really“) ; to find them. Stopping them from “going somewhere 
worries me is this if $ : and killing people.” 
mission they're p . Y 1 
sending us on. Just 
go somewhere and 
start killing people. 
That doesn't sit 


Except they 


So we're, like, a 
Wway-more-accurate 
cruise missile. 


Gentlemen? 
Are you ready ]) 


It doesn't look 
as formidable as 
the big one did. 


It's actually 
a much more 
advanced 
model. 


Don't try 
to sneak up 
behind it. 


It's lucky for you we In alert mode, 
transport him only in he'd have had you 
standby mode. ef over the edge of the 
This is \roof and on your way 
standby? to the street. 


Doesn't 
it have any 
weapons? 


It's programmed 
to use whatever 
weapons you provide. 
IF they're unfamiliar, a 
short demonstration 
will train it. 


And his backup 
would have been 
tearing you into 

chunks. 


We 
want one 
robot. 


Either two 
or zero. Your 
choice. 


Unless you 
think you can make 
one of them get on the 
chopper and leave the 
ther one behind. 


Global positioning 
transmitters will tell us 
their position at all times. 
And they are fully equipped 
with monitors. 
yw Tony Stark 
intends to know 
/ everything that 
happens with these 
prototypes. How 
they perform in 
battle... 


and 
everything 
you do with 


them. — |f you try 


to disassemble 
either of them, they 
Will Kill you. And if 
you don't bring them 
out safely, we'll send 
in our own team to 
do it. Are we clear 
on that? 


We made 
the robots. You 
didn't. 


zt 


What's wrong, 
Obadiah? 


alone like that 


bee? let them get me 
again, sir. ‘a 


I assumed that 
since your tuition 
is paid by Stark 
Enterprises ... 


They want to \ 
steal the project } 
I'm working on. 7 


» don't! ; 
awe They said 
once about they'd do to me... 
this. 


T'll make 
sure no one ever 
bothers you in your 
work, Obadiah. 


fi 


Carrie Deck, Location UNKNOWN, 


You're only 


I sure hope //, P 
you know how t / J G 
use this thing. ‘/ there for backup, but 
2 I thought you might want 


to help by blowing things 
up, now and then. 


Stark did a good you're sure they can't \\\\| 


job on those robots. Their intercept our radio 
a conversations? 
\ weapon didn't even have : 
a kick to it. 


This piece-of-crap 
weapon wasn't But the suit 
made by Stark. should absorb 
the recoil 
perfectly. 


It just looks And remember-- 

like encrypted we're robots. No 
machine language high-fives. 
to them. : 


So these things 
are supposed to do | they'd bette 
all the fighting? _“ It's like a suicide 
mission, man. 


f bring home the }Eas 
ieces. 
oi IFany of the 
pieces make it back 
to the chopper on 
That's what their own. 


robots are all about. 
Expendable, man. am 


Hey, man. We're 
expendable. They're 
disposable. 


All right, kids, 
you're on your 
own. Air cover’s 
goin’ home. 


_ Riker’s Island Prison. 


Would 
you like me 
to go inside 
with you? 


You don't 
want to. Howard 
Stark never forgets 
who tells him news ous 


ae 


You I} H 


: e's nota 
let him do guinea pig! They'll 
hi A kill him and not 
even care! 


let him do 
anything. 


r Itold  Llook.I 
Ellos piensan you to look } even talk. Does 
que é| es un robot. Actually, : out for him. _/he listen? Whose 


“Hombre de Hierro." you can't ecg sais son do you think 
fire me. = pil de he is? 
m now, all of it : . 
1 was a lie? Tm trying 
. to remember a time 
when you taught him 


to be subservient. 
Or even careful... 


You're 
fired. 

And next 
time, use Chinese. 
Half the quards here 
speak Spanish. 


The target is over that 


{ ri 


dge. Do you understand 
me? Go there and Kill 
everybody you see. 
Got it? 


: rT he target 
is right over 
that ridge. 


You brought us 
to the valley right 
next to the terrorist | J 
camp? That means 
they heard the 


i] 
nape Fi peak 
in exactly one 


IF there's anybody 
stillalive,send / 
x up a flare. < 
Y/p Are you a 
kidding? We'll be ) 
with you. 


iis 


Cool! It 
understands PSX 
English! 


What do you think? 
Walk up the hill? Or see how 
the suit handles flying over 
broken ground? 


You're 
drifting off to 
the left. 


—_ 


{/t doesn't do any good 
to Wave your arms! 
You're not swimming. 


It's different 
in real-world 
conditions. 


Speaking 
of real-world 
conditions... 


Remember, you're ; i 
supposed to stay =] iimbg ut oes 
H q - ‘| 
behind as backup! ES if it gets blown off? a 
Because that's \ \s 


I I i 
what you'd a: T aim a lot better 


when my feet are 


Besides, 
you promised. 
—_— 


The only guys 
who are beaten are 
the dead ones. 


And apparently 
nat all of them, 
either. 


I'm all right, 
Don’t worry. 


The dullets seem 
to be coming from 
all directions. 


Now there're only 
two guys still shooting. 


for backup! joe 


T think that's 
all of them. 


hope so. 
ey These guys are 
; tough. They 


don't give up. They look like 
ee regular guys when 
they're dead. 


Somebooy’s got 
the detonator! 


shoot my 
father!>* 


He's probably 
the one with the 
detonator! 


A 
* 
Don't shoot, Rhodey! Ss 
His father's in there! 


*IN FARSI 


Dammit! 
Which one is 
your father?! 


/ 


Ls SF We 


; { y Zn 
Hl Vag oe 
Z Vj 


<The jackal 
takes his own 
life 


The bad guy 
is dead. 
_ Just ‘cause 
this guy didn't want 
them to blow up his 


little boy doesn't 
make him good. 


<I don't kill 
children. That's 
what your <Just 
friends do.> like you-- 
_ Papa.> 


<SO you 
decide. Which one 
of us, me or that dead 
guy in there--which one is 
Satan, and which one 
is your friend?> 


<under that 
stone.> 


sure looks 
like nothing, 
Rhodes. 


{| Don't even think 
about it, Tony. It's 
a booby trap! 


7 = 
= Aa 
<I saw \ 
them! It was ) 
here!) 4 


you're right, 
It is atrap. Let's 
see what kind. 


Get them ~ 
{ out of here. Don't 
_ \ let them see me 


I 


i 
r 
ii 
KI 
i | 
i | 
Ti 
i 
| 
Bit 
' i 


Whatever 
that box is made 
of, build your next 
suit out of that. 


Where are 


you going? They'll Why are we 


hiding from our 


be here in a minute J ‘ 2 To see 
to pick us up. if.) ride back? what they 
\ / do. 


I guess they 
didn't have room 
for us on the 
trip back. 


They didn't 
even try to 


make contact. But Thet 


they have lots 
of pictures OF 
my arm. 
You've got to 
remember--to them, 
we were just machines. 
It's not like leaving 
buddies behind. 


The army tries to 
recover broken-down, 
blown-up tanks. 


The tanks 
come out of their 
budget. And we were 
borrowed. 


Better put my 


helmet back on. I need _— 


o hear the signal when our And you left your 
Stark pickup team arm for anybody 


comes. : to find? 
You knew 
they were going Ca 
to do that. I thought 
they might. 


We came in person to 
apologize for not being Because ~ 
able to recover your your apology is 
robots. insincere. 


You made no 
effort to recover 
the robots. Your 
military detail blew 
up the building 
they were in. 


Mr. Stark asked 
me to tell you that 
your apology is not 

accepted. 


We had our own 
recovery team. And 
satellite observation. 
And, of course, the So why did 
black boxes in the you even let us 
robots. come here? 


Because even 
when our government 
blows up our irreplaceable 
prototupes and lies about A 
it, Stark Enterprises is ASS 


not multinational. / SW 


We Know that 
the safety of the world 
sometimes depends on 
incompetent, dishonest 


: OF course I read it all-- Um...we're 
_ iF Idid, and copied everything, And did fine with you 
will you have and digitized it, and I tell you this reading it. 
to kill me? TS distributed it through meeting is 
the Stark computer being filmed? 


Did network. 
you read 


these? 


that we don't 
trust you. 


specifications would A 
cause a nuclear 
explosion, yes. 


Si Ma, are you 
sure those papers 
were a fake? 


The 


ma Would that 
nuke--those plans-- 
would they work? 


A fission device 


built to those 


nd you think 
they really have 
two of them already 
in Manhattan 
and D.C.? 


I only know 
what the papers 
said. 


Not 
safeina 


But they 2% 


didn't want us to 


plans Sra find those papers, 


enough. 
— 


The man and his 
kid didn't know they 
were part of the plan, 
but they were meant 

to lead us there. 4 


a they would have been 
destroyed by the 
explosion. 


The bomb design is good. 


IF they really have them 
in trucks driving around 
Washington and 
New York-- 


\ 
Ml 


So what 


— 


It's entirely up to 
you whether you spend 
the next couple of months 
seeking corroboration 
before you take any 
action. 


The amount of plutonium 
is too small. After a month, 
the half-life makes the 

es bomb a dud. 


them smuggle in plutonium 


every four weeks? 


are they really 
> doing, Tony?, 


I won't 


Know until we see 
who they contact 


first. 


e 
government. 


Visitor, 
Mr. Stark. Says 
it's urgent. 
pall ee i\ 
+ Teenage kid. 
Obadiah Stane. 
Calls you “Mommy's 
ex-husband." 


did you search 
him? At 


What the 
hell do you 


They've really 
upped security since 
you broke in here and 
murdered my dad. 
Only not 
well enough, 
I guess. 


f ‘ I've filled my abdomen 
 / A, with explosives, and when 
ip et they go off, they'll blast 
\ right through this wall 
and kill you. 


Get him ee 
Nes Ihave t 
ar 


yer a 


= YY 


Se = mi Fy Ss 


No hard feelings, gentlemen. 
You were just doing your jobs. 
I know you didn't mean to 


feel me up like that <4 
~ jV | 


You're absolutely 
right! lama 
worthless little. 
I won't 
tell anybody what 


you did. Bygones is ]§ 


bygones, me 


Besides, to tell the truth, 
I kind of liked it, in a sicko, 
pervy kind oF way. Just 
the kind of kid I am! 


= 


Be very careful. 
Don't let anything 
stop you from Killing 
Howard Stark. 


Can I say 
one little thing 
to you before you 
throw me away 
like trash? 


Outside the Prison. 


I did 
it, Dolores. 
Now will you tell 
me who killed my 
father? 


In a way, 
you did, 
Obadiah. 


Odd 
how Idon't }| 
remember it. , 


Haven't they 
told you? The killer 
used your design for 

a body-splitter. 


So you see, getting those 
two guards to kill Howard 


Stark really will avenge / 


your father. 


I burned 
that. I never 
showed it to 
anybody. / Howard Stark 
watched everything 
oa you did, dear boy. Your 
design was filmed as 
you created it. 


Then why did you need 
me to get that piece of 
Howard's hair so you 
could frame him? 


But, sir. 
You touched 
me first. 


By the wau, 
I only barbed 
one guard. 


Killing Mr. But now you'll tell 


anything, except you'll be 
very pleased with me and 
trust me completely. 


Stark is agood Y me who actually killed my 
idea on general father. Then you'll take me i Driver, lets take q 
principles. home and forget you told me mM” to the Baxter Ns 


Building now. 


for Fulfilling my 
little assignment 
so splendidly, 
Obadiah. 


Thank you for 
making it possible 
Thad . for me to get 
Whiplash do it. vengeance on my 
Mark Scott. Using father's killer. 
your machine. / 


It's not like I can go home Ls did it A 
= tonight. My wife probably ; ere in the Ly — 
ae had the locks changed \ st kitchen? Aly baa ie = 
——L by now. : | P 
t seemed 
; like a good idea 
at the time. 


All I i 
got left is my 
friends, man. 


covering Seppu's 
hiFt 


I'm finally 
going to ae 
Stark at this 


it was mine. 


» 
<x. 
io) 
3 
ie) 
i= 
» 
H 


Now T'l 
hear from 
them. 


Put on IF they can 
some clothes, © reach your father 
Tony. People inside the prison, 
need to see you people are thinking 
in control of your enemies can 
things. reach anywhere. 


can't button my 
own shirt. 
> Justa 
couple more 
hours and your 
arm will be-- 


7 This can't be 
Obadiah’s plan! 
He's not that 
smart! 


Your 
father is still in 
serious condition, but } 
\ they've stopped the 
. bleeding. 


They think 
I'm weak. They 
want to deal with 
me instead 
Of him. 


He was the 
last visitor your 
father had. He mebody's 
had contact with controlling 
the guard that him. 
did the shooting. Your father 
Some , has a lot of 
kind of drug, y\._ enemies. 
perhaps... This has 
something to do with 
those plans we found 
in that terrorist 
camp. 


What do 
they want 
from us? 


( Detective, ee Hed \@y" LLL 
occurred to you that whoever O ' 
FA killed Zebediah Stane is now /gon is in 


= trying to kill my father? to get even. 


= 


mi 


obtained the hair > 
that incriminated Dad. Y Fl 
\ He Knows Dad didn't 
DD, Kill his father. ‘The pa. 
still thinks the 


evidence points 
to your father. 


Riker’s Infirmary: 


Your 
officers here 
can stay if they 
want. But we're 
his protection 


You 
think I like it? I 
can't let your father 
go, and I can't keep 
him safe. 4 


=I 


trusted guard j 
who did this 
to him. 
Let me 
take him back to 
Stark headquarters. 
We can Keep him 
~ safe there. 


You can't have 
that robot here! 
It's dangerous! 


Exactly. 


You 
can go now, 
Tony. 


Thank you, 
Tony. And not 
Just for saving glad your biochemists 
my job. m cleared him. His kids 
There was didn't need to believe 
nothing you could their dad was 
do about the drug, a killer. 
Warden. A tiny dose, and isn't akiller, 
for about a minute you either. 
can give instructions 
that can never be 
disobeyed. 


Riker’s Vistor Parking. 


It's probably Mr. Stark. 
best you leave We've received 
now, Warden. I amessage. 

have vistors. 


make only one 
demand. 


They 
want your 


robot. They 
can't have 


it. 


What harm will it do, 
compared to a nuke? I 
mean, we already proved 
y that your robot can 
F a, pe be blown up. 


I can't 
give you the 
robot. 


wacataeel 


y Your company" 
| trade secrets are more\ 
— aed ‘ important than saving / 
= a couple of cities? —— 


Y \f they really 
had a nuke, why 
would they need 
the robot? 


IF they set 
off those nukes, we'll 
make sure the world 
Knows how many people 
died because you wouldn't 
give up one damn machine. 


Find out 
= who sent that 
message! 


I guess we'll 
have to, Tony, 
won't we? 


They think 
you're arobot. 
They want the 

tech. 


Only you're 
just an empty 
; suit. 


Who'd be 
stupid enough 


Excuse me, 
think I need to 
take this call. 


The courts may not 
believe it, Obadiah, but 
you and I know the 
truth. You took the hair 
they planted on your 
father's dead body. 


And you 
¥ planted the four 
barbs they found in 
the guard who 
nearly killed my 
father today. 


Okay, no 
wire. 


think you 
just peed your 
tighty-whities. 


I was 
just thinking 
OF you. You Know 
that robot of 
yours? 


Ican 
explain. 


I didn't know they 
were going to hurt 
your father! 


We can work 
together! We can 
get these guys! I'll 

. wear a wire! 


Tl tell you the 
names! Just put me 
back inside. 


calls 
hy himself Polores. Ss 


Spanishfor F Se 


Ialready speak Ys 
spanish, Obadiah. 
How do you 
contact himP 


There's only 
one way you can 
get to him. 


You want the 
robot, Dolores? 
I can bring you the 
stupid robot. 
You're 
insane to do 
this. Nobody 
trusts Obadiah 


ULTIMATE IRON MAN II 
ISSUE OS 


We're glad 
you finally decided 
to cooperate, 
Mr. Stark. 


The “co” part 
of "cooperate" 
means that you / 
share, too. 2 


The man Obadiah Stane 
contacted is known as 
‘Polores”. Real name unknown. 
He's Latin American, we think 
from Venezuela, but he 
operates everywhere. 


7 
Obadiah is linked to the attempt 
to frame my father for his own 
father's death. Obadiah is tied to 
the attempt to kill my dad in jail. 
Obadiah is linked to Dolores. 
Dolores hates both Stane 
and Stark. = 


And Dolores is 
linked to the terrorist 
group that we believe 
has acquired the nuke 
and is now demanding 

your robot. 


Thanks 
for the luxury 
accommodations, 
Tony. 


arms to Known 


terrorists. Oh, and he 


also has reason to 
regard both your and 
Obadiah's fathers as the 


source of all his problems. [7 


Both had blocked him out 
of deal after deal when 
he was starting 


7 All we need now is to link him 
to Mark “Whiplash” Scott, who 
was involved in the attempt 
to blow up the Stark Building 


Oh, it all 
links up! You 
guys are so 


and blame it on Muslim smart! 


terrorists--which your 


robot prevented. «< 


aa 


looking for a 
woman, this 
Dolores isn't 


Somebody's —— 
— coming, but no 
way is that 
‘| | 
“ L¥ 


fin €.B.L Stakeout. 


Like Dolores 
{ would get out of 
bring it into © you. — You dente 
Central 
happen to have 
any goo remover 


on you, do your AR 


PP S| 
I'm glad to 
({ see you, Obadiah 
¥ st 


Please wait 
outside, Mr. 


S 
All this setup, 
and that was the whole 
conversation? 


They're 
inside the limo, 
Mr. Stark. 


And 
you're getting 


nothing? 


We used to meet in secret. 
But this time you set it up 
so that Stark and the feds 
all Know we're meeting. I'm 
trying to figure out why 
this is a clever plan. 


Tony 
thinks I'm 


Was this your plan? I 
thought you could do 
anything. 


Sometimes I 
wonder--are the bad 
guus really this smart, 
or am I just incredibly 
stupid? 


Perhaps 
he has a 
point. 


When you 
decide, let 
me Know. 


I think he's 
telling Dolores 
that I'mthe , 


We're so jammed, 
I can't hear myself 
think. 


= is norobot, 
\. you twit. 


I've seen it. 
The whole world 
has seen it. 


You've seen 
a sult. But it's not 
a robot. There's 
somebody inside it, 
and I think it's 
Tony Stark. 


I think when 


I was talking to him 
in his room, he figured 
out that the voice on 

the cell phone was 

coming from inside 
the suit. 


That's insane. 
Stark wouldn't 
risk his life 
that way. 


Tony and his 
buddies research 
all Kinds of mechanical 
things. But they aren't 
working on artificial 
intelligence. 


This Iron Man 
is Tony's thing. 
Nobody else 


give you the 
"robot," it won't 
do anuthing. 


What do you It can't be 


really want, |ron Man. One piece 


of technology isn't 

worth putting nukes 
in the hands oF 
crazy people. _ 


Dolores? 


It's simple. We 
hold each other 
hostage. We're on a plane 
together, in the air, 
while your people check 
out the nuke and my 
people check out 
your robot. 


Great deal. 

IF I cheat you, you 
kill me. IF you cheat 
me, New York 
blows up. 


Maube 


somebody else 
in the company 
is doing that. 4 


to give Dolores 


Nobodu'd 
want that piece 
of junk. Not even 

on discount. 


We've got 


arobot. 


Don't you 
be givin’ him War 
Machine, bro. 


i \ | y Va 
s 


Let's cut to 
the chase, Dolores. 
You want the robot. 
I want the guys you 

gave a nuke to. 


The trouble is, 
how do I know you're 
giving me all the guys 
and all the nukes? 


And how do 
I know you're 
giving me the 


Have a little 


trust. Why would 
I want to blow up 


this beautiful 
city? 


Wi | Wa Tony, please tell WY 1 can't, Si Ma. Right. Without 
me that you aren't Ihave to be the suit. What's 
\ | going to give Dolores |his hostage on wrong with this 
——qi 7 the Iron Man suit with that plane picture? 
yourself inside. instead. 


James and I 
discussed this on 
the way over. We both 
think this was Dolores' 
plan from the 
beginning. 


To 
separate i 
you from the ee 5 

suit. 


I'm separated from You can't Youwanted 
the suit all the time. ask James to me, Tony? "Vitara Rhodes Oh, no. 
I'm still pretty hard do this! Fraser , There are lots 
to kill : I don't think you know of people in my 
: Abe Zimmer. He may be department 
Anyway, the ; the only personinthe | smarter than 
feds were right. ! building smarter than you. 
What is my life--or the not wearing the we are. 
suit--compared to suit, then who 
the survival of New Ise but youP, 
York City? You know 
they're going 
to take it apart 
and reverse- 
engineer it. 
ig td 


Nobody's 
gonna reverse- 
engineer me. 


Abe, Ijust 
promised a very bad Giveme six & You have 
man that I was going weeks and Ican twenty-four 
to give him a robot. make it tap-dance hours. 
onatightrope. ‘ 
Can you make 
this thing walk--under 
remote control? 


Tomorrow I 
can make it stagger 
like a drunk for two 
hours 'til the batteries 
go dead. 


I think I saw Lasked 


this robot before. Abe a year ago 
In amovie. From to work on creating a 


1955 disposable man. A cheap 
. it's nota machine we could send 
robot. It’s a out by remote control 


remote-control to i oe 
device. g 


fibe’s Workshop. 


it doesn't look 
like aman. _/ 


But it can keep 
its balance, climb stairs, 
go over obstacles, and 
make semi-natural hand 
gestures. 


You're going é 
to put this inside your 
suit, dive it to Dolores, 
. and tell him it's the 
robot? 


You're a 
dead man. Your 
father's going 

to kill me. All worth 


g it if we get 


the nuke. 


You're not 
getting the nuke, 
Tony! This is Dolores. 
You Know he's planning 
to cheat you! 


Fair is fair. 
I'm planning 
to cheat him, 
too. 


Are you insane? 
This won't fool Dolores 
for a minute! The fate of 
this city--this country-- 
depends on what you do, 
and you're screwing 
it up! 


We give him 
War Machine. With me 
inside. As soon as 
you've got the nuke, I 
walk out of there. 


No, six [ All your 
wheelbarrows plans are 
carry out the JN stupid! 
pieces of | You children 
JOU! aresousedto ¥ 
rs“ being smart that 
— you think all your 
ideas are good. 
But these 
suck! 


And no, I \ 
don't havea 
better one. 


I never agreed 
to be part oF 
this deal. 


I'm not useful 
as a hostage. Nobody 
would care if I died. I 
wouldn't even care. 


IF you're going to kill me, why 


drive so far? Nobody will 


care. Just do it and dump 


me on the freeway. 


human sacrifice for 

the foundation oF 

your new hut. You 
heathen, you. 


IF you need me to tie a 
Knot in your whip, sorry. 
I was never a Boy 


I could tutor 
your children, if you 
have children. 


I see. You 
don't have any dogs, 
so you're going to chain 
me in the yard and 
make me bark. 


t MALLUTTIT NT TTA 


4 The walking and balance are 
handled internally. All you max. Less if 
have to do with the controller it's inside a 


is set the direction. . building. 
_ What's the 
range on that 
thing? 


| Earthstood FE 

. still! 5 
—_—— Im ‘ea 
| getting y | 


a Sg 


: It's the suit. 
It throws off the 
A» sensors. 


A kilometer, , 


Let's see 
what Tony's 
betting his 


Well, it I'd say that 
knows how ]} went rather well 
to fall. considering Abe did 
< it all in eighteen 


T'd say it went 
rather badly, considering \@ 
that your life and New York 
City's survival depend 
It'll do> 
Good work, 
Abe. 


eflseuhere am Jprspy! 


— I feel like a 
little kid going 
down the escalator 


OKawy. |t didn't 
fall over. That's a 
good thing. 


SN | B 


| em 


— 
= » = 


 ~<ore! 


Well, look at Obadiah. 


I understand the impulse, ; 
\ Mr. Scott. But he can't You shouldn't 
\ breathe. ¢ = ——{ have done that. Now 
a : : es) A. he'll talk again. 
Sure he can. = = 
Look at the snot te 
did he blow a ‘ Sf 
that out e 


- We'll live. 
And call me 
Mr. Stark. 


weapons, 
BA Mr. Scott. 
Be y 


i 
| 
LM 


S | | 
s 4 4 
/ sa | . 
( ) ¥ 
i 


=_. 


if 


Ne 


use a 
handkerchief. 
Were you raised 
ina barn? 


He's up front. He's here, 
His private quarters isn't he, Obadiah? 
on the plane. : Didn't he come in 
Nothing \ and give your nose 
happens until } a little pinch? 
I see him. For about thirty 
seconds? 


Thanks to Mr. Stark here, 
I don't have my whip to 
tie you with. So T'll just 
have to beat the crap 

out of you. 


It's not 
like you to lose 
control like that, 
Obadiah. 


Obie's mad 


I'm so glad you could come, 
Mr. Stark. Your robot is at the 
agreed place, and my man is 
prepared to lead the forces 
of righteousness to seize 
the evil nuke. 


As soon as 


we're airborne, you 
release the robot to 
me, and my man sets 
out for the 
terrorists’ lair. A 
_< 


Except you 
don't get the robot 
‘til the Feds confirm 
they've got the nuke 
and are disarming 
it. 


It's not the 
same robot without 
the software. 


Look, Dolores, 
we both know you intend 
to dismantle it and reverse- 
engineer it. I gave it only 
the basic software so it 
wouldn't kill anybody 
while you try. 


He brought us together. 
He deserves to be here 


It'sa safety — 
precaution. Why is) when we consummate 


Obadiah here? the deal. 
~ —- We take off 

as soon as the 

outside door is 


closed. 


I don't think so, 
Mr. Stark. My observers 


Well, what did 
you expect? All 


say that the robot isn't | it's got right now is 
walking like the one we 
saw on the vids. The real 
one is smooth, natural. 
This one walks like a 
colostomy patient. 


the core movement 
software. The 
basics. 


You made a 
robot you can't 
control? 


It's imprinted 
with my voice. I 
can control it. 
When I'm there. 


Tony 
says to take 


it in. 
They're 
never going to 
) buy this. 


Cell phone use 
can interfere with the 
navigational equipment 
of the aircraft. 


being yourself. 


Is this the 
building? 


It's here. It's 
real. But we've 


got it defused. Good. 


Excellent. 


Except the bomb —a 
is all we got. Nota E | 
soul here. They knew ff — \ 
we were coming and Zi mg : 
they're gone. q yj 


aw 


, | 
fas 
she 


If they were Vi 

ever there. We only YW) 

have Dolores’ word 
that there were 


any terrorists. 


Be 
careful, 
Tony. 


He's got 
to have another 


nuke. 


Nobody 
can build just 


BY delivery guu, \ 


not the tech 
guy. 


The deal was \ i I gave you the 
that you give us real thing, Dolores. 
the terrorists, not I never told you it 
just the nuke. was a robot. That 
was your own 
The deal was that you assumption. 
give me a robot, not 
aremote-controlled 
action toy. 


And I gave you 
areal nuke. So 
I guess we both 
played fair 
after all. 


It's time for you to come out 
so we can talk about where /~ 
we go from here. 


What's to discuss? 
You're on a plane. 
You'll go where the 
plane goes. Where are 
——F. x you taking 
-\ us? 


Let’s keep 
that a 
surprise. 


Poor 
Tony. He can't 
break down doors 
without his mighty 
iron arm. 


I guess now 
we figure out whether 
the people controlling 
the robot care whether 
you live or die. 


Kill him now, 
before I pack 
up the head. We 
want them to 
see this. 


We're flying south. 

My guess is somewhere in 
South America. Where? 
Venezuela? I Know he's in 
thick with ue president 


Don't ask 
Whiplash. He 
doesn't Know 
anything. 


Sohetakesus NX 
to a place where he 
already owns the 
country and...what? 
Puts me in jail? Kills 
me? Holds me for 
ransom? 


Oh, look. It's i 
110 Time to pack 
alee! bee But it's up and take the 
come tO YOU too little, pieces of this thing 
rescue. 4 +00 late. back to base. 


Where's 
he taking us, 


Scott? What could 


he know? He's \ 
an idiot. 
I think Whiplash - 
here is more scared 
than either of us. I 
think he knows 
something. 
— , 
Si Ma? Can 
you hear me? We've 
been kidnapped. Get this 
plane tracked. Force 
it down in San Juan, 
Puerto Rico. 


Nothing 
but static. 
He's 
jamming my 
phone. 


Why would the \ 
plane's intercom be 
getting static from 
a cell phone jammer? 


Hmmm. Getting the 
same static from the 
intercom. 


Because 
Dolores isn't on the 
intercom. He's on 
a cell phone. 


He's 
not on the 


plane. He must 


have got off. 
Hid inside the 
luggage trailer 
so we couldn't 
see him. 


He's going 
to crash this 
plane. 


Youwant [B 
Weal arobot? jm 


your robot 
right here. 


piece of junk 
now, Tony? 


It's the old flea circus You can 

: trick. He'll claim they're see them, all 
You can't so small nobody can right. 
open that lock see them. But don't 


with a pick. 
come too close. 
You don't want to 
get one in your 
eye. 


True. But 
my little 
nanobots 


can. Look what 


we've got 
here. 


I've never : 
actually sat on a nuke Item one: 
before. Wait ‘til Mom Dolores tricked us 
hears about this. This into thinking he was 
is even better than on the plane but 
Xeroxing my butt. co he's not. a 
; Two: The 
plane is heading 
toward Latin 
America, probably 
Venezuela. im | 


Three: All 
\ { communications 
| «with the outside 
a world are cut 
off. 


Four: 
There's a nuclear 
weapon on the 

plane with us. 


Is that 
the whole 
list? 


Five: 
Whiplash just He's going to 
pooped in his blow us up over 
Depends. Caracas. 


Nanobots, 
gimme a readout 
screen and swarm 
the nuke. 


these 


tickle. — 
Don't you 
go using these 
nanobots to 
peek inside my 
\ pants, Tony. 


Dolores \ I 

detonates this \ 

over Caracas. ]} 
—— e. 


What does he 
= gain from that 


besides silencing 
Obadiah forever. 


People think 
their skulls 
are so hard. 


I can't 
tell you 
where he 
is! 
a But, skulls are like 
M&Ms. Moosh ‘em, 
and you got a bunch 
of ooze with 
crunchy bits. 


I/ We have pe good- 
If I tell guy problem going : 
you, he'll have my here, Mr. Rhodes. They're way more 
family Killed! _ scared of their big, 
- = bad boss than 
y : they are of us. ) 


The bad UZ 


think we won't 
do anything 
really bad. 


you're not going to 
~ crush his head, Rhodey. 
 See\ You're going to talk him 


into helping us. 


Come on and tell I'm really 
Papa everything a decent guy. 
you Know. T'd tell you if 
I could. 


Decent? 
You were going 
to shoot me! 

But I ‘ 
didn't torture 


Wow. You're 
nice like Santa 


We're SO nice, we just 

wired $200,000 into Who's in 

your bank account. I charge? You 
sure hope Polores or the 

isn't monitoring that. robot? 


Okay, Reallu? You 
you aes go are the good 


now. 


> | | If he knew about 

\ that money, he 

- } might think you told 
\ ) us something really 


2 valuable in 
exchange for it. 


He'll kill me 
for sure! 
problem. 


Stark Enterprises. New York. 


With the 
information Rhodey 
just got us, we'll Know 
soon enough whether 
Dolores’ control of that 
airplane is from any oF 

his known bases. _. 


I think we're making 
one unwarranted 
assumption here, and 
it's a big one. 


How do we Know 
Dolores is really in 
charge of this? 


What, you think 
he's taking orders 
from terrorists, 
Nifara? 


I don't think 
anything. I just 
wonder why 
Dolores would 
do all this. 


Stark, Stane, 
and Dolores have 
been competing for 
years. Everybody 
has their niche. 


Why would 
Dolores kill Stane 
and try to Kill 
Mr. Stark? Why 
now? 


; Evil 
_. doesn't need 


a motive. . j 
Maybe. But — 
={ human beings y 


Let me guess. The second 
mistake is not being paranoid 
enough, so you miss the 
conspiracies that really 
are there. 


We've been 
treating this whole 
plot as iF it were 
being run by smart 


What if the 
conspiracy is 
dumber than 
we thought? 


always have 
one. 


And even Dolores 
knows that if you sella 
nuke to terrorists, that's 
probably your last-ever 
weapons sale. 


mistakes in intelligence- 
gathering? - 


Being so 
paranoid that you \ 
see conspiracies and 
lies where there 
aren't. 


You Know the two worst ) 


It's been pretty dumb 
already. The guy in the 
lab Knew way too much 
about Dolores. And 
James got it out of 
him awfully easily. 


Let's find 
out who owns 
that airplane And who owns 
Tony's on. 7 the company that 
did the maintenance 
on it. And the 
catering. 


Long Island. Entering Dolores 


mansion in Cove Neck. 
No resistance of 
any kind so far. 


we can defuse 


this bomb. _/ Even with all 
your little tiny 
helpers? 


rephrase that: 
There are two bombs. 
One's a nuke, the 
other isn't. 


So if you 
disable the nuke, 
the other bomb goes 
off and crashes 
the plane. 

y We're \ 
dead either 


want a carrot? 
They've been in my 
pocket, so they're 
really fresh. 


We found Polores. 
Looks like he took a 
break to play the piano 
while we were searching 


for him and his nukes. There was a shaped 
charge behind the 


Steinway logo. 
When he hit a certain 
chord, the thing blew. 
He must have been 
looking at his right hand 
because it blew off 
the side of his face. 


L\ 
He's not in 
the mood to 
talk, then, I 
suppose. 


ne Ly 
The guy in the lab 
was there to tell us 


how to find Dolores. \4 


But somebody 
made sure Dolores 


Ji was in no condition 


So whose 
plot was it 
to get Tony 

up in that 

plane? 


Come back 
to the office, 
James. 


IF we can't 
disable the nuke, 
at least we can Get ready to 
take control of take the controls, - 
the plane. Mr. Scott. It'd be nice 
iF you'd pull us out 
You sure it = crazy? We're VDA P of this dive. 
isn't wired to go off Wiig sitting on a nuke fy r a 
if the plane changes & and you're just pe 
going to try Nothing s \ 
happening! 


P It's working. Next time 
I ee Would you hurry, you give me the controls, 
problem is bese me is is make el acthe giving 
A not made for deep- me allof them. 
sca sea operation! NX 


here. Hey, I'm 


i winging it here, 
\N buddy. 
| LY 1 build honkin’ 


Fn big robots, not 
\ airplan 


Get us out over the » £ Don't worry, Obadiah. » 
Sargasso Sea, Mr. Scott. You can use your seat 


And fly low. So if cushion as a flotation / 


the nuke goes off, it does device. 
minimal damage. Except to 
s!Imtoo young \ 4 ; 
to be turned into ws 


B= dust! 
s a” 


Lower, 
Scott. We're 
still too high to 
jump out. 


Who cares how 
low we are? At the 
speed we're going, 

hitting the water will 
turn us into fish 
food. 


Then 
slow down. 

I'm 
reconfiguring 
my nanobots 

into three radio- 
signaling 
devices. 


IF the Fall 
kills you, this active fantasy 
will help them find life you have. 
the body. 2 ‘ 
P 


= 


that tropical 
breeze! 


if 


Is that thing 
going to burrow 
into me and then 

erupt from my 
stomach when it's | 
ready to mate? 


I'm doing to keep W \ & 
the plane as low and aim 
slow as I can. But curl fe 


up into a ball the 
second you're out 
the door. 
ga 


Hero boy is going to 
trigger the little bomb 
and blow up the plane 
so nobody can ever 
recover the nuke. 


7 


Where 
are you, you 
little-- 


It Do you 
hurts all think those things 
: F over. he attached to our 
you're dead, heads are really 


I get to use broadcasting our 
your flotation- = emia position? 


device. | 
Get : Doesn't really 
away from me, matter, does it? 
you flotation- \ The sharks'll get here 
device thief! , long before any 
rescuers do. 


All right, 
kids. When I : 
say go, I'm letting Smithereens... 
go of the : } = the only way to 
controls. 4 : 
Give me 
three seconds to 
get out the door, then 
you disable the nuke and 
let the other bomb blow 
the nuke...and the plane... 
. and maybe me...to 
smithereens. 


haul 
have set it 
fon. : 


= 
= 
=| 
= 
=| 


Wai iti 


i 


& 


—— 


Because Tony would 
never have let it blow F 
up with anybody 


What fit ene 
4 wasn't Tony's Je 
_ choice? : 


Here's the 
footage of the 
explosion. 


Definitely 
not nuclear. 


You don't And to you, in 
know Tony very this building, his 
well, do you? ; name is Mister , 
: It's Stark. 
always Tonu's 
choice. 


; We've got 
y three signals on 
the emergency 
frequency! 


Nobody 
on that plane 
survived. 


They're in the Sargasso ¥® 
Sea, all on the flight path. 
™ Twoabout twentymiles %& 
before the crash, 


y A one almost on top of it. Pa 
, my 


, Count on 
Hy it. There was 

nobody on that 
plane when 
it blew. 


AIRPLANE-EXER 
SARGS 


The one on top 
of the crash will be 
Tonu. Alpha Team is 
already heading there, 
but tell them about 4 
the signals. 


And you 
know this 
because... 


I suppose 
we have to pick 
up the others, 
too. 


Somebody 
wanted them all 
dead. I'm going to 
go talk to Mr. 
Stark. Senior. 


It makes no sense. 
Everybody who wants 
to kill Mark Scott wouldn't 
touch Tony. Everybody who 
hates me enough to kill my 
son--why would they want 


Obadiah--does 
he have enemies 
of his own? 


The nukes-- 
were they really 
just a means of Killing 


: Sure. Tony and Obadiah 
Obadiah on the plane? Anubody who's and Scott? 
ever met It 
him. seems like 


overkill. 


looking to hurt his 
father--Zebediah 


Maube Killing 
them was a freebie. 
Get them on the plane, 


That nuke 
was set to blow up and 
destroy Caracas. Dolores 


it adds to the didn't have any control over it 
pleasure of blowing at all. It's as if somebody was 
up Caracas. _« making an announcement: 


There's a new nuclear player 
in the game. 


But none of the Known 
terrorist groups has 
any reason to hate 
Tony. Or Obadiah. 


It's not 
terrorists, that's 
what we have to 
remember. 


It was 
a sales 
pitch. They're not 
just selling nukes. 
theyre selling 

credibility. “These 
nukes work. And I 
had the guts to 
use one.” 


arms dealer. And rt 
blowing up Caracas 
was meant as... 


Y Mr.Stark.I'm XX 
sorry, sir, but the 
doctors say you're 
well enough to go 
back to prison 

now. 


Are you 
forgetting that 
prison was where 
that would-be 
assassin found / 
We've me? ie 
increased 
security. 
Then why 
do I feel so 
insecure?P, 


Whoever killed Zebediah 
just made an attempt on Show me some 
his Son. And mine too. I |.D.! Before you take 
was here in this hospital him anywhere, I want 
room. So you know I to see your orders! 
didn't do it. 


I know you didn't. 

The prisons are full of 
innocent men. But my job 
is delivering a prisoner 
safely back to jail, whether 
he deserves it or not. 


Si Ma,can * . 
you check this h/ everything \ 
message? seems to be } 
Somebody left in order. 7 
me a voice — 
mail... 


So are you boys real 
cops, with a crooked 
boss? Or were you all in 
on the assassination 


Plot? Just 
following 
orders. 


Sol 


7 suggest you hold \ 
)/ your leader herein } 


custody until 
the chief of police 
arrives. 


Nice gun control, 
¥ idiot. Do you have 
{ any doubt that I can 
kill every single one 
of you before you / 
_ aimatme? 4 


There were 
no orders. The 
prison was not 

expecting me 


OF course, I won't be 
here when they arrive. 
Ino longer trust my 

afety to New York's 


Ss 
Finest. I'm sure you 
understand. _@ 


Wouldn't it be 
just my luck to have 
a shark show up just 
as they're about to 

take us out of the 
water? 


My leg. 
Floating. 


And I'd rather 
be stranded with 
a volleyball named ; 
Wilson. But we don't 


If I weren't in 
the same ocean with 


you, I'd gladly pour a get to pick our 
thousand gallons of seal fate in this cruel, 
blood all over you to cruel world. 
bring every shark in 
the Atlantic. 


/ 


The Caribbean. One week later. 


You know, 
Dad, my leg was 
trying to 
regenerate? 


There it 
was in the water, 
disconnected from the 
heart--it was dying--but 
the individual cells were 
replicating like crazy, 
truing to regrow the 
rest oF my body. 


—<—Y Stop playing 
Ved | with your leg and 
: let it heal, Tony. 


Feels like I 
spend half my life 
lying around while 
body parts grow 

back. ‘ 


Then stop Getting on 
getting blown the damn plane 
up. —_ in the first 
Which part of my place. 
exciting adventure 
, do you think I did 


Oh, good. 
Another foul- 


tasting protein f Look, Si Ma! Did Lraise you 


contains no It's alla . 
alcohol. 7 AW, you joke to you, to kill us! He can Dad, I don't 


Itold you \ 

to keep him I 
We have no calm! 7 — 
idea who's truing = 


drink. Bet you can't to be stupid?! 
make your hand 
do that! 


know I'm dru, isn't it? I stopped him Keep after us, think it's aman. 
Si Ma. On the iieeverie is who's and one of these I think it's a 
wagon. Teetotal. doing this. And so did times he'll make woman. 
Remore you and Dad. We're it. That's not 
drinking. winning. winning, Tony! 


I found the 
flask in your 
room and had 
it destroyed. 


Thad alot 
of time to think, 


| lying there in the 
Se) water, waiting for 
the sharks. 


All your 
wounds scabbed 
over instantly, 
Tony. There was no 
blood in the 
water. 


And I'm thinking, 
Dolores and Scott 
have nothing to do 

with this. They're just 
pawns. Dolores couldn't 
get a nuke or he would 
have had one 
years ago. 


But not with 
terrorists. Nowhere 


Alla setup. 


It has to be 
somebody who hates 
you. Hated Zebediah 

Stane. Hates me. 


But it's not 
just about us. This 


person is ambitious. 


Wants to blow up a 
city, just to prove 
she can. 


We think he 
wants to sell more 
nukes, and blowing up 
Caracas would be 
a kind of ad. 


S\ Already thought 
near any terrorists. [7 


Even your 
amputated leg 
scabbed over. They 
had to cut off all the 
healed-over skin to 
reattach it! 


“And that 
terrorist camp. 
And the government 
sending us there. 


“Where we find 
the maps that make 
us think the nukes 
are in New York." 


We're way ahead 
of you, Sonny Bou. 
So have 
you located 
her? 


Don't 

pretend to Vi 

know things }| 7 
that you fF 


don't. 


Ambition 
that stops at 
nothing. 


It's not me, 
if that's what 
you're getting 
at. 


Someone 
you've Known even 
longer than Si Ma. Before 


house one time, but she 
saw me and Rhodey working 
on the very first prototype 


Iwas born. She came to the \f 


the clincher. It had 
to be somebody who 
Knew that it wasn't a 
robot. That it was 
me and Rhodey in 
the suits. << 


She knew I'd 
be there personally 
at the camp in 
Afghanistan. 
She even 
thought one of us 
might be there at the 
warehouse when those 
lab guys opened up 
the robot suit. 


/ She marries money. \ 

{ Seduces it. Cheats and } 

\ sneaks. But she 
doesn't kill. 


[/ she didn't 
kill. Until she] 
did. 


of the suit inour = NO 


garage. 


Loni? My 
first wife? Don't 


be funny. 


\, 


Buti. 
but Loni is 
stupid. 


She once 


tricked you out oF 
ownership of your 
own company. 


Obadiah got 
that hair off your jacket 
long before he could 
possibly have been getting 
instructions from Dolores. 
But he could certainly get 
instructions from 
his mother. 


tell you. 


Nota 
( chance it's 


Come on, Pad, 
I'm a teenager still, 
I shouldn't have to 


don't always mean 


IF there's one ~ 
thing Loni would \ 
| never do, it's put her 
\ precious Scootums / 
> atrisk. =< 


Maybe she 
Knew I'd save the 
murdering little 
bastard. 


Maube 
she doesn't 
care. 


Maube she figured 
that if Obadiah was killed, 
and he was required to be 
there, it would repel any 
suspicion that she was 
involved. 


Big boobs 


no brain. 


her. She's the only 
one that fits. I think 
| we've got to kill her, 
Dad, because if we don’t, 
one of these days she's 
going to kill us. 


2 
q 
2 
20 
oF 
cS 
“i 
q- 
2 
B 
5 


This part of 
Utah looks like it's 


trying out for a 
po) Chance to play Hell 


in a movie. 


"Then you 
should feel right 


Obadiah. 
We're all 
trying to be 
nice, Nifara. 


That's how I always Vv" It never 
Mommu! used to call when I worked then, 
Gee, hope Mommy! Where couldn't find Mother either. 
nobody saw are you?! anywhere in the 
us land. da p house. 
What is 
he doing, 
We're Mr. Stark? 
the only moving 
objects in thirty 
miles. 


lovely place for 
Mommy to build 
her summer 
cabin. 


so this 
time Mommy 
hears me. Go 

figure. 


bastard away 
from here! 


robot can 
talk? 
Do you 
think it's referring 
to me? Because | 
= \ technically I'm not fl 
a bastard. 


It's fascinating that One of them is 
one robot shows such apparently fireproof 
concern for the other. and the other isn't. 
Are they, like, machine- A I wonder why. 

dating? 
" And who 
programmed it to 


They'll take him to 
the burn unit at the 
University of Utah. 


I didn't 
even ask... 
if you were 

burned, 

too. 


He's badly 
burned--Tonu, 
we've got to 
get him toa 
hospital! 


T've already radioed for air 
support from Vegas, soldiers 
from a training camp on the Navaho 
reservation, and a medevac 
chopper from Cedar City. 


T need to take 
him to a safer place 
for pickup. 


Tell Dad what I'm 
doing. Stay under cover 
till the troops come. 


IF he's ~w 

/ dead,hecan't \ 
tellanybody | 

- \ about Tony and / 


I won't tell 
anybody it's really 
you, Tony! 


I swearit! 
On my father's 
grave! 


I can't 
believe you 
saved my 


Step 
away from ) 7 
the boy. Af 


Don't 
shoot! You'll 
hit me/ 


Nobody told 
us the robot IF he isn't dead, 
could fly. What do you might as well 
we do with bring him inside. 
the kid? =. 


You're hurting 
me! Put me down! 
Ican walk! 


Va That's what 
happens when you 
fall off a cliff and 
then somebody shoots 


missiles and flame- 
q Xx throwers at you. 


- They're 
{ taking Obadiah ) 
. hostage. /# 


Hostage? They 
can't possibly 
imagine that we'd 
want him back! 


badd 


She's so 
my orders. A insubordinate. 


: Ishould % 
have fired her 
years ago. 


__/7 Put your 
: helmet back 


on, son. I hear is 
rotors. ‘ 


She was pe ; 
Flying close — . 
\ backup. Against q 


Si Ma already had a 
chopper here. She's taking | 
Ahoges to Salt Lake. i 


/ 


I think Rhodes is 
going to be fine, 
\ \ Nifara. 
-——{ It was first- 
{ and second-degree 
burns from what I / 
could see. 7 


The rockets that 
targeted our 
chopper didn’t come 
out of nowhere. 


r That means she's 
j got a back door here 
a somewhere. 


ie Tony, this \ \F 
7 time, please. Let 
m)\ the professionals 


handle 


From what I saw, 
nobody's getting 
through that door 

without permission. 


” Please, 
Mr. Stark. What if 


{ one of them misses? 


What if the whole 
x cliFF gives way? 4 


They're never - 
{ getting inside that 
"\ way. I wonder if they 
really want to. 


ro 


tp 


| Vad, are you © 
| thinking what } 
I'm thinking? P 


All that stufF 
at the front door 
is for show. She 
wants me to find 
a back way. 


That I 
never should 
| have married 
her? Yes. 


Waiting 
for us like a 
spider. 


How could Loni 
stane do all this 
and not be caught 


No thanks 
to these clowns 
you sent out there. 
The only reason I'm 
alive is that Iron 
Man threw me to 
one side. 


T'd just like to 
think my own mother 
would care whether I 

lived or died. _4 


them from suspecting 


But Obadiah, VY 
darling, Lknew J 


It didn't Fool them for 
a second. They don't 
believe anybody 


I had to keep 


it was me. Putting you 
in danger-- 


Obadiah, 


work out your mother 
issues somewhere 

else, please. Ihave to 
concentrate here. 


It's nota 
robot, you Know. 
It's really Tony 
Stark in a suit. 


making the first 
prototype in his 
garage, dear. I 
never thought it 
was arobot. 4, 


But I'm glad 


= 


Wy 


you decided to 2 
trust me with your if 
little secret. Just 


) before Lkill him. 4% 


Mother, 
you're 
smothering 


also know that Iron Man 
would use his nanobots to 
disarm the nuclear bomb and 
get me safely out of the 


airplane before you 
2? 


me--is that all 
you think about 
i badiah? _ 


a 


It 
looks like 
rock. 


That is one 
terrific holographic 
projection. Why don’t 
we have something 
like that? 


Don't go 
anywhere 
without us! 


Really, Pad? 
What would you do 
to help me, naked 
as you are? 


The way she 
negotiated with 
the chopper? 

C7 


They didn't 
blow it up until all 
the people they knew 
about were outside 
the chopper. 


I was married 
to her! Maybe I 
could negotiate 
something! 


ladderway and now I'm 
getting dosed with 
"negotiating gas.” 


Don't be 
sarcastic, 
son. 


Be care-- 
unggh...! 


suppose we should 
have put a sign at 
the other end of the 
ladder. - 


5 optimist, , 


Obadiah. 
Can I have 
C>mneetl the >) 


t wouldn't 
fit you, dear. But 
you can play with the 
corpse for a while How long 
iF you want. does it take 
for the poison 
gas to clear? 


* & Longer 
: than this. 
zs Run! 


{ 
tS Mother! \y 
S\ Wait for me! 


Y since I'mnot 
ad, I guess you 
utran the gas. 


ip 


= 
all 


That's a very 
tro it, Tony. 
‘ Coed design” I told Mother 

Thav that you were inside 

to Daas the suit. But she 

something. already knew it. 
Stay clase 

to me. 


I've observed 
that "close to 
you" is not always 
the safest place 


VY Willitbe 
the lady? Or 
. the tiger? 


va 


Qpen the door, 
Obadiah, before I crop 
~ this or it breaks. 


LDS A SD EADA BS 4 
\l These nozzles. Y 8 OK 
\ What do you think? PRP ARS 
\) Water? Acie? 
Se Mare gas? ; (es 
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Ooh, 
Mr. Iron Man, 
you're So 
strong. 


What do you 
think? Is Mommy 
trying to kill Go open the door ¥ 
you or me? that doesn't have 
poison gas on the 
other side. 


Get Hack in 
there and just sit 
on the rack. 


Mother! 
You are such 
a bitch! 


Ireally 


appreciate your 
not trying to resist 
the commandos, 
Howard. It's always You were 
smarter to let me always such 


have my way. 


Nifara, you 
poor dear. True 
sd love gets a woman 
into the most awful 


Lend me 
that fora 
moment, would 
you, soldier? 


Unfortunately, 
I can't have any 


Je j witnesses, so... 2 
+> 
\ 4: . : 
VSS ZZ SHS sy 
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Howard, you 
stupid man. You're 
alwaus just a little 

too late. 


Now you've 
gone and broken 
that le nose = But it'll 
yours. — probably make 


Mh you look more... 
manly. 


Your son 
should be here & 
any moment. “tm going to 
wegpe, use you to get 
him to take off 
the suit. 


Oh, you don't 
need to talk, Howard. 
We all Know what you'd 
say, anyway. 


"Pon't 
take off the 
suit!” 


But he'll do 
what it takes to 
save your life. 
Then T'll kill him. 


The men 
in my life have 
never seemed to 
learn one simple 
fact: 


I thought marrying 
you would get me what I 
wanted. Then I find out you're 
a wimp who only wants a 
wife to make babies. Like 
that Maria Cerrera. 


So I think, 
maybe my ticket to 
power is Zebediah 


stane. I actually 


dave hima baby. 
I thought that 
would hurt you. 
Did it? 


You had it 
all. Except you weren't 
ruthless enough. That's 
what I brought to our 
marriage. And, of course, 
this body. And my 
pretty smile. 


And my 
saying, "Oh, 
Howard, I love 
you so much!" 


Only he's a 
complete idiot. 
Zebediah, not the 
boy. The boy is 
very clever. 


> 


I had Obadiah design 
the device we used to 
kill his Father. Diabolical, 
that boy of ours. 


But I can't 
trust Obadiah, 
either. He betrayed 
me the first time 
Tony asked. 


He didn't know it 
was me he was 
betraying. He thought 
it was Dolores. But it 
doesn't matter. 


Here's the 
joke, Howard. I 
realized after I left 
that I actually 
did love you. 


And I still 
care what you 
think and feel. 


That's why 
I'm going to make 
sure you see your 
son die right in 
front oF you. 


So when I 


shoot you right 

afterward, you'll 

really be feeling 
something. 


Except Tonu. 
Alwaus reliable. 
Reliable as iron, 

that boy of yours £ 


Am Lboring and Maria's. 
you, Howard? Talking 
too much? But now 
you want to listen, 

don't you? 


It's power my, 
I want. The kind oF 


power men have. The 
power of guns. The 
power of money. The 
power you get when 
you don't care 
who you Kill. 


I promise But before 
to kiss you after your lips get 
you're dead. . cold. That would 


I think 
your little boy _ 
has come tothe | 
rescue, Howard. 


Tony 


( How nice Of you 
< to visit. 


Stay where 
you are, Tonu. I didn't 
hit his heart. He's got half 
an hour to live, probably. 
Do what I say, and my 
medical team will save 
his life. 


7 Take Off 
the suit. 
Oh, and if your 
little nanobots start f 
moving around, the sensors 
in this room will give the 
alarm, and then your daddy Oh, and sorry 
is a dead man. 7 about Nifara. One 
of the guards killed 
her before I got 
here. 


We have about 
two hundred men inside 
the complex, Tony. They're 
proceeding cautiously, but 
we expect to have all 
resistance subdued in 
fifteen minutes. 


Her soldiers 
were from a secret 
agency of the government. 
They had no idea what she was 
really doing, and there was 
nobody to countermand 
her orders. 


= Dad's 
"| been shot and 
Loni’s-- 


Ican't help 
but think--if I had 
given Howard a child-- 
if ITreally were your 
mother--maybe we'd 
» all be one happy 
+> Family. 


Ruling the 
world. 


Yes, Tony. We 
have medical teams 
standing by. And we're | 
setting up a surgical 
facility on the ground 
right now. 


And Tonu, 
I don't care 
what Loni says, 
don't take off 
the suit. 


It's nice 
when things go 
according to plan, 
isn't it, honey? 


It's always 
sad to lose your 
first love. 


You think 
you're so... 
nnh...smart! 


think you Know 
everything 
about me! 


You... 
don't know 
ANYTHING. 


My entire 


bodyismy Vf 
brain. 


, Tonu! . 
—— Stop. Don't 
\_ kill her. It's 
\ over. 7 


Nobody tries 
You did There was / ss. to kill me and 
it Tony, you nothing you could ‘ : gets away 
saved me. have done, Tony. ss with it. 
She was brave to 
the end. 


Obadiah, 
what did you By my count, 
Tony, you've saved 
my life seven times 
so far. 
T've only 
saved your 


: life once. 
But since 


/ your life is worth 
ten times as much 
as mine, I think 
we're even. 


I don't owe you 
anything now. 


Free 
at last. 


